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A COMMENDATION 


I have read with great interest your book on 
Pastoral Visitation and think you are right in 
. feeling that it supplies a vacant place. There is 
much that is fresh and practical, and it would be 
a useful book for a young priest beginning his 
ministry. I heartily wish the book so carefully 
and sensibly compiled every blessing in its mission 


to sick-rooms. 
_GEORGE, BISHOP OF EDINBURGH. 


A PRAYER 


O Blessed Lord, how much I need 
Thy light to guide me on my way! 
So many hands that without heed 
Still touch Thy wounds, and make them bleed! 
So many feet, that day by day 
Still wander from Thy fold astray! 
Unless Thou fill me with Thy light, 
I cannot lead Thy flock aright! 
Nor without Thy support can bear 
The burden of so great a care, ~ 
But am myself a castaway. 


PREFACE 


THE encouragement and sympathy of experienced 
priests, to whom I have submitted the MS., lead 
me to believe that the following pages may ‘be of 
some real help at least to my younger brethren in 
the ministry. The main purpose I have had in 
view is to show how helpful we might be to the 
sick if we followed the suggestions and principles 
laid down in the Prayer Book Office for the Visita- 
tion of the Sick, and how, under present con- 
ditions, we may use the whole of the office. 

The book falls into five parts. —_ 

First, we try to make clear to ourselves what is | 
the oreat purpose for which we have come to the 
sick man, namely, to bring Peace. Then (ii) follow 
some short offices, which leave large scope for ex 
tempore prayer. (iii) An arrangement of the whole 
of our Prayer Book Office as a “ Mission” to a single 
soul. (iv) Some general readings, including one 
on the duty of the sick to be helpful to their 
doctors. (v) A selection of short sayings, which 
may be left as last words, and an Appendix con- 
taining among other matter an outline of Instruc- 


tions which may be used for long or chronic cases, _/ 


as well as generally in classes) &e. 

But in every way I have sought not to hamper 
the individuality of those who may use my sugges 
tions. I have, therefore, avoided all “ Readings” 
which take the sermonic form. 
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I desire to take this opportunity to thank all 
who have helped me, and I would specially express 
my gratitude to owners of copyright matter for 
their kind permission—particularly the Delegates of 
the Oxford and Cambridge University Presses for 
the use of the Revised Version; Messrs. Methuen 
and Co. for extracts from Dr. Bigg’s Imitation of 
Christ ; the Bishop of Edinburgh for the analysis 
of two psalms from his People’s Psalter, as well as 
for his kind commendation; the Bishop of Win- 
chester for Bishop Lyttelton’s poem; Messrs. Kegan 
Paul, Trench and Co. for the extracts from the 
Disciples; Mr. F. D. How for a hymn by Bishop 
Walsham How. 

I am also indebted to the Editor of Prayers for 
Healing, published by Mr. Allenson, for two or 
three collects, and to Miss Minns for valuable help 
in correcting the proofs. If any one else, who 
ought to be thanked for suggestions and help, is 
not personally mentioned, it is not from a desire to 
claim any originality. In such a work as this 
“ Visitation of the Sick” we know only too well 
that each of us must build on the work of those 
who have gone before. 


BERNARD M. HANCOCK. 


S. JAMES’s VICARAGE, 
SoutHAMpton Docks. 


S. James's Day, 1917. 
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I. AD CLERUM JUNIOREM 


““T was sick and ye visited Me.” 





My DEAR CHRISTOPHER, 


I was very glad to get your letter telling us 
all about the ordination. We were thinking much 
about you during the Embertide and at the 
Eucharist on Sunday. I am also glad that you 
took me into your confidence about the trials and 
difficulties of your diaconate. When we meet 
with such things we may be thankful, for they are 
an indication that we are on the right road. We 
cannot get near Him (and to be with Him is the 
first work of the priest) if we do not share both 
His Cup and His Baptism (S. Mark, x. 35-41). 
The sermons when I was made a deacon, and when 
I was ordained a priest, were by different preachers; 
but the subject in each case was the same: “The 
ministerial life is a life fraught with suffering.” 

Suffering is “in the bond”; persecution is not 
a thing of the past. But the suffering we must 
pass through is not “idle”. By it we enter our- 
selves into the Kingdom ; and by it we hasten the 
Kingdom. “We fill up on our part that which is 
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in our flesh 
for His Body’s sake, which is the church ; whereof 
we were made ministers” (Col. i. 24-25). 

“They therefore departed from the presence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonour for the Name” (Acts, 
v. 41). We must not pick and choose our suffer- 
ings. We must not, if we would have our sufferings 
bear fruit, “come down from the Cross”. I mention 
all this to you just at the present moment, because 
I would have you all through life increase, rather 
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than decrease, your enthusiasm and devotion. To 
forget that the fiery trial is no strange thing, may 
lead to lukewarmness, if not to loss of faith. It is 
hardly necessary to remind you of such texts as 
“Lo, I am with you always”; “My grace is 
sufficient for thee”. If the suffering comes through 
the want of sympathy of our fellow clerics, or even 
of our Bishop, as it may in the future, do not lose 
the blessing that is to be found in this Cross; and 
do not become soured. Was it not Judas and the 
high priest who most wronged the Master? “It 
is enough for the disciple that he be as his master.” 

This reference to suffering reminds me that you 
have asked in your letter for some aids to enable 
you to be more helpful in the pastoral visitation of _ 
the sick. I am so very glad you are trying’ to 
- think out for yourself this most difficult part of the 
ministerial life. It should receive at least as much 
study and devotion as the less difficult work of 
public preaching. I am afraid that those who 

ive “ Titles” are not always as helpful as they 

should be to the young deacon and priest, in this 
Ars artwwm; though this is certainly not true 
about the devoted priest under whom you have 
the privilege to serve. If you bad not claimed 
the right of a friendship of many years, I should 
simply have referred you to your Vicar. But our 
relationship is such that I must give you all the 
help I can. 

For the sake of clearness I will divide up what 
I have.to say under the following heads :— 

1, The need of Character. 

2. What is the purpose of our “ Visitation ” 2 


3. What is to be our modus operandi 2 
4. What books should we bring to the bedside? 
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1. The need of Character. 


._ The Rey. Robert Wilson Evans published in 
about 1840 a little book entitled, The Bishoprick 
of Souls; from this book, which is by no means 
out of date in 1917, I quote the following :— 


“In the sick chamber lies the test of the 
efficiency of your ministry. Seek it nowhere 
else; everywhere else the proof is confounded 
with the proof of mere adjuncts, which, however 
useful, may not be indispensable. A crowded 
church proves in itself nothing more than the 
talent of popular address; general favour needs 
prove nothing more than the possession of 
popular manners, or a worldly minded skill in 
managing bodies of men, or even a versatility 
of adaptation to the prevailing humour of the 
day. But here you stand upon your character. 
... Yes, for the real work of the ministry you 
are quite incompetent, if you cannot stand by 
the sick man’s bed a truly spiritual man.” 


What we are, what we practise: this is what fits 
or unfits us for this individual work. 

To deal completely with all that naturally comes 
under this first division of my answer would 
take us too far afield. But I am sure we cannot 
be used as fully as we might be, and certainly our 
visits will be irksome to us, unless— 


1. Our own personal penitence is a reality, 
and unless it is increasing in depth. “If you 
have not experienced peace you will not be able 

~ to preach peace, except it be a peace where there 
is no peace.” 

'2. Then to our penitence we must add the pon- 

dering in our hearts of the Word of God. “Mary 
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kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” “Out of the abwndance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” And while we are on this 
point, may I say that I do hope you will try to 
go to a three days “ Retreat ”, at least once a year.. 
It is such a help to pastoral work, and it is also: 
such a good opportunity for deepening our own 
personal penitence. It is worth noting that the 
smaller our parish the more helpful will we find, 
our annual Retreat. 

3. The last thing we will note as essential is; 
perception, or tact. Tact has been defined as 
“being in touch with God”. Certainly, if we 
would really possess this gift, we must be much 
in prayer, and especially in detailed intercessory 
prayer for the souls to whom we have to 
minister. 

2. What is the purpose of our “ Visitation’? 


I cannot help thinking that one reason why so 
much of our visiting is tedious is because so much 
of it is aimless. In The Prayer Book in the Parish,' 
I have tried to suggest ways in which we can have 
more “ purpose” in our visits to the hale in body. 
But if a definite aim is valuable in visiting the 
hale, it is absolutely essential in dealing with the 
sick, some of whom at least are very close to the 
setting of their sun. 

The Prayer Book, in “ The Visitation of the Sick ”, 
leaves us with no manner of doubt as to our pur- 
pose. We have come from the Prince of Peace to 
bring to the soul of the sick man His gift of peace. 
It is for this reason we say aloud either at the door 
of the house, or at the door of the sick man’s room, 
‘Peace be to this house”. Be sure, by the by, to 


1 Robert Scott, London, 2s. net. 
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say this aloud, so that all may hear. Quite apart 
from the fact that it is a benediction, it does at 
once create an “atmosphere” in which we: may 
minister. 

The next prayer, “Remember not, Lord, our 
iniquities ’, reminds us that “there is no peace for 
the wicked”. I am inclined to think we ought to 
say this prayer directly after the salutation, and 
while still standing by the door of the room. 

In the first part of the set address we seek to 
lead the soul to “submit itself wholly to His will”. 


“ His will is our Peace.” 


In the Apostles’ Creed, we can teach how the 
God to Whom we are “wholly ” to submit is Love. 
Love in the eternal being as One God in Three 
Persons; and Love towards us in Creation, Redemp- 
tion, and present Sanctification. 

The Rubries that follow the Creed teach us that, 
if this gift of peace is to be received, the man must 
face his sins; he must be reconciled to his enemies; 
he had better, if it has not already been done, 
make his will; and if his circumstances seem to 
admit of it “be liberal to the poor”. 

In conclusion we are told that “the sick person 
be moved to make a special confession of his sins, 
if he feel his conscience troubled with any weighty 
matter. After which confession, the Priest shall 
absolve him (if he humbly and heartily desire it) ” ; 
and then follows the absolution. 

The last words of the Office refer to peace: “The 
Lord ... give thee peace, both now and evermore.” 

By this gift of peace, the sick man, if he recovers, 
will, because his heart is set at liberty, “run the 
way of His commandments”; or, if death is the 
next step, then in the peace which we have been 

B 
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used to bring, he may depart; for his “eyes have 
seen Thy Salvation ”. 

I would suggest that you get this purpose of 
your visiting quite clearly into your mind, and 
further that you note carefully the means appointed 
in the Prayer Book, by which the soul, through 
faith and repentance, may appropriate this “ peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding ”. 


3. What is to be our modus operandi? 


T am afraid that what I have to say on this point 
will not appear to be as helpful as you would wish. 
The Office in the Prayer Book cannot often be 
used as it stands; partly because we have got out 
of the way of using it, and partly because the 
spiritual attainments of those we have to visit vary 
so greatly that one form will not fit every case. 
Again, our opportunities are not the same. In 
some cases there may be but a few moments, in 
others there may be weeks ; and again, our intimacy 
with each man will vary. 

It is just these difficulties that make it so essential 
for the priest to be a man of tact and perception. 
We shall need to pray much for the gift of wisdom; 
to have often on our lips the words of the psalmist— 


“Tet not those that seek Thee 
Be confounded through me, 
O Lord God of Israel.” 


It may, however, be a great help to remember 
that not only is the Holy Spirit ready to guide us; 
but He is also at work in the hearts of those to 
whom He is sending us. 

Having therefore prayed, and having thought 
out the best mode of approaching each sick person, 
we must watch for the opportunities arisimg out of 
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the casual conversation, and what we have learned, 
either from others or from the sick themselves, 
about their spiritual condition ; and then “ do what 
we can”, 

But two cautions given by Cope and Stretton in 
their valuable book Visitatio Infirmorwm (Masters, 
1848) are worth quoting :— 


“One or two cautions may be useful, First to 
resist a tendency in the priest’s conference with 
the sick to degenerate into a common conversation 
on unimportant or even on extraneous matters, or 
about persons. And this snare will be greater the 
more the rank of the sick approaches that of the 
Minister, the more they move in the same circle, or 
the more he is of the nwmber of the Clerqgyman’s 
friends or intvmates. In all these cases there is 
a natural disinclination on his part to examine 
into points which it may give the other pain 
or annoyance to be spoken to about; and a 
shrinking on the part of the sick from ad- 
mitting facts which may make his friend or his 
associate think otherwise of him than he would 
wish him to do. Besides, some persons, especially 
in the class alluded to, are inclined to make the 
clergyman’s visit an opportunity for relaxation 
of the mind, for some pleasant conversation, or 
even for hearing the news of the day. This must 
never be permitted. The priest must remember 
the object of his visit, the performance of a 
certain office, viz. the fitting by instruction, 
exhortation, and prayer, the sick man for ap- 
pearing before God’s judgment seat, if bis illness 
terminate fatally, or for a holy and a Christian 
life, if it end in recovery ; and that the conference 
he enters into with the sick is to carry out this 
object and no other. 

B2 
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“Let him bear in mind that all are alike in the 
eyes of God; that he bears God’s message and 
ministry alike to all, high and low, rich and 
poor. Therefore if the sick be on such terms 
with him, or in such a position, that the con- 
versation of the Priest will be a relaxation or an 
enjoyment, let him pay him intermediate visits 
at other times for this purpose; these can doubt- 
less be made indirectly the means of much use- 
fulness; but let him never mix up unimportant 
matters, or let religious conference dwindle into 
general conversation. 

“ A further caution cannot be better expressed 
than in the words of Ostervald: ‘It would be 
deceiving himself (for a pastor) to imagine that 
he must visit the sick for the sake of haranguing 
and making sermons by their bedside. The 
most favourable judgment we can form of 
Ministers who act thus, is that they are extremely 
ignorant.’ ” 1 


There is a most illuminating chapter in The 
Bishoprick of Souls on the best way to deal with 
various types of men and women. 

It might be worth while to say that the Gravitas, 
which should mark the ordinary conduct of the 
clergy, will be most valuable when we have to deal 
spiritually with our flock, especially those who are 
of our own set or social position. The priest is 
always on duty, therefore he must never so con- 
duct himself, by flippancy or flirting, as to let folk 
forget what he is, and what he has come into the 
parish to do. But there is no need to warn you 
about this. Perhaps it may not be out of place, 
however, to suggest that we must equally avoid 


' Cope and Stretton, Visitatio Infirmorwm, pp. xlix-l. 
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the danger of “pose” or “clerical” mannerism. 
You know the sort of thing I mean. Schoolboys 
would class it as “ priggish ”. ; 

Only from experience will you learn how best 
(you being you) to deal with each separate case. 
But if you really havea love for souls, and approach 
them as a fellow penitent; and respond to the 
inspirations of the Holy Spirit with the alacrity 
and courage in which Philip approached the 
chariot of the Ethiopian (the Spirit said unto 
Philip “Go”, and Philip “ran ”); then love and 
humility, and alertness to buy up every God-given 
opportunity, will win a way for Christ to ‘‘abide” 
in the hearts of those for whom we are responsible. 


4..What books should we bring to the bedside ? 


David could not fight in Saul’s armour, though 
it was, from many points of view, more fitted for 
the purpose in hand. Apply this to the question 
you have asked and you will come to the conclusion 
that the only book you can use with any real effect 
is the book you write for yourself; and the sooner 
you set about the compiling of this book, which 
may never be “published ”, the better. We have 
realized this principle of David and the king’s 
armour in the matter of preaching. No man will 
ever be an effective preacher who merely reads 
other people’s sermons to his congregations. Further, 
they will not have the same interest to the 
hearers. 

My. advice, therefore, is always, study various 
books on the art of pastoral visiting, especially of 
the sick. By reading what older men have written 
you will anticipate your experience. Adopt and 
adapt into a single manuscript what you can 
naturally use. Passages from the Bible could be 
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cut out and pasted in under suitable headings. 
Probably your first few “editions ” will constantly 
be “revised”. Butif you carry out the suggestion 
I am making, and begin at once, then I think that 
in ten years’ time you will find the happiest part of 
your work is this pastoral visiting of the sick and 
dying, because you know how to help, at least a 
little. 

In order to give you some little guidance I add 
some schemes and selections. The Offices must 
always be used in accordance with the conditions 
of the patient. Not only their spiritual but also 
their bodily weakness must guide you. The 
various readings are also only suggestive. In the 
section “In viam pacis”, I have followed the plan 
of the Visitation Office and have worked out a 
“mission” for the sick person; you will note we 
begin with the love of God. The rest of the book 
speaks for itself. 

I am most anxious that whatever you use of the 
book will be a part of yourself before you use it. 
This will mean pondering over what is written, and 
it will also mean that you may have to replace 
some readings by others. For example, you may 
be able to deal with the matter of restitution by 
quite another incident in the Bible than the one 
I have given. The important thing is to deal with 
the matter. 

When you compare the helps I have sent you, 
with some other books you may have by you, you 
will possibly ask me the question, why there are 
no, or very few, special prayers. The answer is 
found in this: the priest, because he is a man of 
God, must be becoming a man of prayer. The 
prayers for special cases must be prayers that meet 
the needs of the special case. They must, therefore, 
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be of necessity ex tempore (see The Bishoprick of 
Souls, pp. 80-82). 

I shall from time to time pray that the notes, &c., 
I have sent you may be blessed by God to your 
truest good; if in any way they help you, then 
perhaps you will “remember me”’. 

All I will say in conclusion, my dear Christopher, 
is this: May God the Holy Spirit so guide you in 
all this delicate, difficult, and yet delightful part of 
the work of a priest, that at least you will not in 
the years to come find so great a difference between 
your ideal and your realization as some of us have 
done. 


Yours affectionately, 
BERNARD M. HANCOCK. 


PS.—I had intended to put some of the “ Key” 
words in the Readings into italics. On further 
consideration, however, I have not done so. But 
I strongly recommend you after very careful study 
and meditation, to underline any word or phrase 
you wish to comment on. 

Here are some specimen “Key” words in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. “Give me”—“Gathered 
all” —“ Far country” —“ Ran” —“ Quickly” — 
“Music and dancing”. The last phrase is full of 
teaching on the fact that religion is not “dullness 
-and don’t”. If from time to time, as a result of 
thought, prayer, and experience, you underline such 
words, you will find it a very great help, especially 
at times when you feel “spiritually dry”, or 
physically tired. 


I append a short list of books which you 
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may usefully study. The list is of set purpose 
incomplete :— 


1. The Holy Bible. 

2. The Book of Common Prayer. 

3. The Bishoprick of Souls. Evans. Rivingtons. 

4. Visitatio Infirmorum. Cope and Stretton. (Out of 
print, but can be obtained second-hand.) 

5. Bishop Andrewes’s Devotions and Manual for the Sick. 

6. Pastoral Visitation. Sidebotham. S.P.C.K. 

7. The Priest's Prayer Book. Longmans. (Invaluable.) 

8. Prayers for Healing. E.B.H. Allenson. 

9. Practical Hints for Pastoral Work among the Sick. 
ke Kegan Paul. 

10. Holy Living and Holy Dying. Jeremy Taylor. 

11. Body and Soul. Dearmer. Pitman. 


ci The Priest as Confessor. Baverstock. Cope and Fen- 
wic 


\ 
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. The Visitation of the Sick. 

. Prayers for special occasions. 
. Private Baptism of Infants. 

. A Form of Compline. 


A Confession and Absolution. 


. For the Communion of the Sick. 


In the Hour of Death. 


. With the Mourners. 
. For the Communion at a Funeral. 


OFFICTA 27 


I 
THE VISITATION OF THE SICK 


The Minister, standing at the door of the sick man’s 
room, shall say, solemnly and audibly, 

- Peace be to this house, and to all that dwell 

in it. 

After this, and before coming to the sick man’s side, 
the Minister according to his discretion may, 
still standing, say, 

Remember not, Lord, our iniquities, nor the 
iniquities of our forefathers: Spare us, good Lord, 
spare Thy people, whom Thou hast redeemed with 
Thy most precious Blood, and be not angry with us 
for ever. 

Answer. Spare us, good Lord. 

~The Minister shall then minister to the sick person 
as opportunity and need arise. 

Then shall be said the following or any other appro- 
priate devotions « 

Let us pray: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy wpon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, &c. 

Minister. O Lord, save Thy servant. 

Answer. Which putteth his trust in Thee. 

Minister. Send him help from Thy holy place. 

Answer. And evermore mightily defend him. 

Minister. Let the enemy have no advantage of 
him. 

Answer. Nor the wicked approach to hurt him. 
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Minister. Be unto him, O Lord, a strong tower, 

Answer. From the face of has enemy. 

Minister. O Lord, hear our prayers. 

Answer. And let our ery come unto Thee. 

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, 
and relieve this Thy servant. Look upon him with 
the eyes of Thy mercy, give him comfort and sure 
confidence in Thee, defend him from the danger of 
the enemy, and keep him in perpetual peace and 
safety, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Saviour of the world, who by Thy Cross and 
precious Blood hast redeemed us, save us, and help 
us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


The Almighty Lord, Who is a most strong tower 
to all them that put their trust in Him, to Whom 
all things in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, 
do bow and obey, be now and evermore thy 
defence ; and make thee know and feel, that there 
is none other Name under heaven given to man, 
in Whom, and through Whom, thou mayest receive 
health and salvation, but only the Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection we 
commit thee. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 
The Lord make His face to shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee, The Lord lift up His counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace, both now 
and evermore. Amen. . 


OFFICIA 29 


II 
PRAYERS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


1. For the recovery of a sick Person. 


Almighty and immortal God, giver of life and 
health ; We beseech Thee to hear our Prayers for 
Thy servant, V., for whom we implore Thy mercy, 
that by Thy blessing upon him and upon those 
who minister to him of Thy healing gifts, he may 
be restored, if it be Thy gracious will, to health of 
body and mind, and give thanks to Thee in Thy 
holy Chureh; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


2. That this Visitation of God may increase 
Faith and deepen Repentance. 


Hear us, Almighty and most merciful God and 
Saviour; extend Thy accustomed goodness to this 
Thy servant, who is grieved with sickness. 

Sanctify, we beseech Thee, this Thy fatherly 
correction to him; that the sense of his weakness 
may add strength to his faith, and seriousness to 
his repentance : 

That, if it shall be Thy good pleasure to restore 
him to his former health, he may lead the residue 
of his life in Thy fear, and to Thy glory: 

Or else, give him grace so to take Thy visitation, 
that, after this painful life ended, he may dwell 
with Thee in life everlasting ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


8. For those in Sorrow. 


O Heavenly Father, Whose Blessed Son Jesus 
Christ did weep at the grave of Lazarus, His 
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friend ; Look, we beseech Thee, with compassion 
upon those who are now in sorrow and affliction ; 

Comfort them, O Lord, with Thy gracious con- 
solation; Make them to know that all things work 
together for good to them that love Thee ; 

And grant them evermore sure trust and con- 
fidence in Thy fatherly care; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


4. For a sick Child. 


O Almighty God, and merciful Father, to Whom 
alone’ belong the issues of life and death ; 

Look down from heaven, we humbly beseech 
Thee, with the eyes of mercy upon this child now 
lying upon the bed of sickness: 

Visit hom, O Lord, with Thy salvation ; 

Deliver him in Thy good appointed time from 
his bodily pain, and save his soul for Thy mercies’ 
sake: 

That, if it shall be Thy pleasure to prolong his 
days here on earth, he may live to Thee, and be an 
instrument of Thy glory, by serving Thee faith- 
fully, and doing good in his generation ; 

Or else receive him into those heavenly habita- 
tions, where the souls of them that sleep in the 
Lord Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and felicity. 

Grant this, O Lord, for Thy mercies’ sake, in the 
same Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 


5. For Persons troubled in Mind or in 
Conscience. 


O Blessed Lord, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comforts ; 
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We beseech Thee, look down in pity and com- 
. passion upon this Thy afflicted servant. 

Thou writest bitter things against him, and 
makest him to possess his former iniquities. Thy 
wrath lieth hard upon him, and his soul is full of 
trouble: 

But, O merciful God, Who hast written Thy holy 
Word for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of Thy holy Scriptures, might have 
hope; give him a right understanding of himself, 
and of Thy threats and promises; that he may 
neither cast away his confidence in Thee, nor place 
it anywhere but in Thee. 

Give him strength against all his temptations, 
and heal all his distempers. 

Break not the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax. 

Shut not up Thy tender mercies in displeasure ; 
but make him to hear of joy and gladness, that the 
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Deliver him from fear of the enemy, and lift up 
the light of Thy countenance upon him, and give 
him peace, through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus*Christ our Lord, Amen. 


6. After Absolution. 


O most merciful God, Who, according to the multi- 
tude of Thy mercies, dost so put away the sins of 
those who truly repent, that Thou rememberest 
them no more; 

Open Thine eye of mercy upon this Thy servant, 
who most earnestly desireth pardon and forgive- 
ness. 

Renew in him, most loving Father, whatso- 
ever hath been decayed by the fraud and malice 
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of the devil, or by his own ¢arnal will and 
frailness. 

Preserve and continue this sick member in the. 
unity of the Church ; 

Consider his contrition, accept his tears, assuage 
his pain, as shall seem to Thee most expedient for 
him. 

And forasmuch as he putteth his trust only in Thy 
mercy, impute not unto him his former sins, but 
strengthen him with Thy blessed Spirit ; 

And, when Thou art pleased to take him hence, 
take him unto Thy favour, through the merits of 
_ Thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ oar Lord. 
Amen. 


7. For a sick Person when there appeareth but 
small hope of Recovery. 


O Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, our 
only help in time of need ; 

We fly unto Thee for succour in behalf of this 
thy servant, here lying under Thy hand in great 
weakness of body. 

Look graciously upon him, O Lord; and the 
more the outward man decayeth, strengthen him, 
we beseech Thee, so much the more continually 
with Thy grace and Holy Spirit in the inner man. 

Give him unfeigned repentance for all the errors 
of his life past, and stedfast faith in Thy Son 
Jesus; that his sins may be done away by Thy 
mercy, and his pardon sealed in heaven, before he 
go hence, and be no more seen. 

We know, O Lord, that there is no word impos- 
sible with Thee; and that if Thou wilt, Thou canst 
even yet raise hom up, and grant him a longer 
continuance amongst us. 
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Yet, forasmuch as in all appearance the time of 
his dissolution draweth near, so fit and prepare 
him, we beseech Thee, against the hour of death, 
that after his departure hence in peace, and in Thy 
favour, his soul may be received into Thy ever- 
lasting Kingdom, through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ, Thine only Son, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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Ill 
PRIVATE BAPTISM OF INFANTS 


The Minister, vested in stole and surplice, shall say, 
Lord, have mercy upon us, &e. 
Our Father, &c. 


[Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that 
need, the helper of all that flee to Thee for succour, 
the life of them that believe, and the resurrection 
of the dead ; 

We call upon Thee for this infant, that he coming 
to Thy holy Baptism, may receive remission of his 
sins by spiritual regeneration. 

Receive him, O Lord, as Thou hast promised by 
Thy well-beloved Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall 
have; seek and ye shall] find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: 

So give now unto us that ask; let us that seek 
find; open the gate unto us that knock; that this 
infant may enjoy the everlasting benediction of 
Thy heavenly washing, and may come to the eternal 
kingdom which Thou hast promised by Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Almighty, everliving God, whose most dearly 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our 
sins, did shed out of His most precious side both 
water and blood ; 

And gave commandment to His disciples, that they 
should go teach all nations, and baptize them In 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost ; 

Regard, we beseech Thee, the supplication of Thy 
congregation ; 
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Sanctify this water to the mystical washing away 
of sin; 

And grant that this Child now to be baptized 
therein, may receive the fulness of Thy grace, and 
ever remain in the number of Thy faithful and 
elect children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. | 


And then, the Child being named by some one that 
as present, the Mimster shall pour water upon it, 
saying these words: 

NV. I BaAprize THEE IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HoLy 
GuHost. Amen. 

Then, all kneeling, the Minister shall give thanks. 
We yield Thee hearty thanks, most merciful 

Father, that it hath pleased Thee to regenerate this 

Infant with Thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for 

Thine own Child by adoption, and to incorporate 

him into Thy holy Church. 

And we humbly beseech Thee to grant, that as he 
is now made partaker of the death of Thy Son, so 
he may be also of His resurrection ; 

And that finally, with the residue of Thy Saints, 
he may inherit Thine everlasting kingdom ; through 
the same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Then the Minister, having made supplication for 

the recovery of the Child, and for the friends in 

their anxiety, shall bless all present in the follow- 
ang form: 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, the Holy Ghost, rest upon this House and upon 
all who dwell herein. Amen. 
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LV 


— _ A FORM OF COMPLINE 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Lord, have mercy, &c. 

Our Father, &c. 
V. Turn Thou us, O God, our Saviour; 
R. And let Thine anger cease from us. 
V. O God, make speed to save us; 
R, O Lord, make haste to help us. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c. 
R, As it was in the beginning, &e. 
Antiphon. Have mercy. 


PsatM IV, Cum invocarem. 


1. Hear me when I call, O God of my righteous- 
ness : thou hast set me at liberty when I was in 
trouble; have mercy upon me, and hearken unto 
my prayer. 

2, O ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme 
mine honour : and have such pleasure in vanity, and 
seek after leasing ? 

3. Know this also, that the Lord hath chosen to 
himself the man that is godly : when I call upon 
the Lord, he will hear me, 

4, Stand in awe, and sin not : commune with 
your own heart, and in your chamber, and be still. 

5. Offer the sacrifice of righteousness : and put 
your trust in the Lord. 

6. There be many that say ; Who will shew us 
any good? 

7. Lord, lift thou up: the light of thy countenance 
upon us, 
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8. Thou hast put gladness in my heart : since the 
time that their corn, and wine, and oil, increased. 

9. I will lay me down in peace, and take my 
rest : for it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me 
dwell in safety. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Antiphon to be said all together. 

Have mercy upon me, O God; and hearken unto 
my prayer. 

Chapter. Jer. wiv. 9. 

Thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and we 
are called by thy Name: leave us not, O Lord our 
God. 

R. Thanks be to God. 


Aymn., 
To Thee, before the close of day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That with Thy wonted favour Thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 


From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
From nightly fears and fantasies ; 
Tread under foot our ghostly foe, 
That no pollution we may know. 


O Father, that we ask be done, 
Through Jesus Christ, Thine only Son, 
Who with the Holy Ghost and Thee, 
Shall live and reign eternally. Amen. 
V. Keep us, O Lord ; 
R. As the apple of an eye; hide us under the 
shadow of Thy wings. 
The Nunc Dimittis. 
The Apostles’ Oreed. 
Lesser Litany and Lord’s Prayer. 


° 
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We confess to God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, in the sight of the whole 
company of heaven, that we have sinned exceedingly 
in thought, word, and deed, through our fault, our 
own fault, our own most grievous fault. Where- 
fore we pray God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, to have merey upon us. 


Then shall the Priest say, 


May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto 
you pardon, absolution, and remission of all your 
sins, space for true repentance, amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort-of His Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us; 
And grant us Thy salvation. 
. Vouchsafe, O Lord ; 
. To keep us this night without sin. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us; 
. Have mercy upon us. 
. The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 


Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord ; 
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils 
and dangers of this night; for the love of Thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, Who 
at the hour of compline didst rest in the sepulchre, 
and didst thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed 
of hope to Thy people ; 

Make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins 
which were the cause of Thy Passion, that when 
our bodies lie in the dust our souls may live with 
Thee; Who livest and reignest with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 


SIV VNRN 
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Save us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us 
while sleeping ; that awake we may be with Christ, 
and in peace may take our rest. Amen. 


This shortened form may be said from time to time with 
communicants who are ill. Other Psalms suitable for this 
office are xxxi. 1-6; xci, cxxxiv. Insome instances, especially 
where there is great pain, the sick like to have the Minister 
come to them for evening prayers. 
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V 
A CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 


Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy wpon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Our Father, &c. 

Almighty God, unto Whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, and from Whom no secrets are 
hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit ; 

And grant that this confession may be made to 
Thy honour and glory, and this ministry be exer- 
cised according to Thy will; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. ; 

The Lord be with thy heart and lips that thou 
mayest humbly and faithfully confess thy sins, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then let the penitent make his confession. 

I confess to God the Father Almighty, to His 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to God 
the Holy Ghost, and to Thee, my father, before the 
whele company of heaven, that I have sinned 
exceedingly in thought, word, and deed, through 
my fault, through my own fault, through my own 
most grievous fault; especially do I remember and 
confess that I... 

(Here follows the particular confession.) 

For these and all my other sins, which I cannot 
now remember, I am heartily sorry, purpose amend- 
ment for the future, and humbly ask pardon of 
God, and penance and absolution of thee. 


In some instances it is wise not to trouble the penitent 
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person to use any special form such as the above. The 
minister must use his judgement and discretion in the 
matter. The real penitent will make a real confession. 


After the Priest has given such ghostly cownsel-and 
advice as is appropriate he shall say, 

May the Almighty Lord grant thee absolution 
and remission of all thy sins, space for amendment 
of life, and the grace and comfort of His Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Then shall he pronounce the Absolution. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath left power to 
His Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent 
and believe in Him, of His great mercy forgive 
thee thine offences : 

And by His authority committed unto me, I 
absolve thee from all thy sins, In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Then the Priest, having said any other prayers ag 
need may require, and having pronounced a 
benediction on the penitent, shall say, 

Go in peace; for the Lord hath put away thy 
sins, 
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VI 


FOR THE COMMUNION OF THE SICK 


The Collect. 


Almighty, everliving God, Maker of mankind, 
Who dost correct those whom Thou dost love, and 
chastise every one whom Thou dost receive ; 

We beseech Thee to have mercy upon this Thy 
servant visited with Thine hand, and to grant that 
he may take his sickness patiently, and recover his 
bodily health, (if it be Thy gracious will;) and 
whensoever his soul shall depart from the body, 
it may be without spot presented unto Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Epistle. Heb. xii. 5. 

My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 


The Gospel. S. John v. 24. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna- 
tion ; but is passed from death unto life. 

After which the Priest shall proceed according to 
the form prescribed for the holy Communion, be- 
ginning at these words (Ye that do truly, &.). 

“At the time of the distribution of the holy 
Sacrament, the Priest shall first receive the Com- 
munion himself, and after minister unto them that 
are appointed to communicate with the sick, and 
last of all to the sick person.” 
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RESERVATION 
(For use where Church authority permits.) 


When the Holy Communion cannot reverently or 
without grave difficulty be celebrated in private, 
and also when there are several sick persons in 
the Parish desirous to receive the Communion 
on the same day, it shall be lawful for the Priest 
(with the consent of the sick person), on any day 
when there is a celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion in the Church, to set apart at the open 
Communion so much of the consecrated Bread 
and Wine as shall serve the sick person (or 
persons), and so many as shull communicate 
with him (if there be any). And, the open Com- 
munion ended, he shall, on the same day and 
with as little delay as may be, go and minister 
the same. And, except where extreme sickness 
shall otherwise require, before he administer the 
Holy Sacrament, at least the parts of the ap- 
pointed Office here named shall be used, namely, 
the General Confession, the Absolution, and the 
Prayer “ We do not presume, &c.”, and, after the 
delivery of the Sacrament of Christ's Body and 
Blood with the appointed words, the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Blessing.! 


The General Confession. 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men; We acknow- 
ledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
Which we, from time to time, most grievously have 
committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against 

1 From the Rubric proposed by the Upper House of the 


Convocation of Canterbury, for insertion in the Revised 
Prayer Book. See Report no. 504. 
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Thy Divine Majesty, Provoking most justly Thy 
wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly 
repent, And ‘are heartily sorry for these our mis- 
doings ; The remembrance of them is grievous unto 
us; The burden of them is intolerable. Have 
mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; For Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we 
may ever hereafter serve and please Thee In new- 
ness of life, To the honour and glory of Thy Name; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Absolution. 


a 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who of His 
great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all them that with hearty repentance and true faith 
turn unto Him; Have mercy upon you; pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Humble Access. 

We do not presume to come to this Thy Table, 
O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in Thy manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under Thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, 
Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of Thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood, that 
our sinful bodies may be made clean by His body, 
and our souls washed through His most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in Him, and 
He in us. Amen. 

[Here followeth the Administration of the Sacra- 
ment. | 
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The Lord’s Prayer. 


Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us, And lead 
us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: 
For Thine is the kingdom, The power, and ae glory, 
For ever and ever, Amen. 


The Blessing. 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the know- 
ledge and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you and remain with you always, Amen. 


“ But if a man, either by reason of extremity of 
_ sickness, or for want of warning in due time to 
the Curate, or for lack of company to receive with . 
him, or by any other just vmpediment, do not 
receive the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood, 
the Curate shall instruct him, that if he do truly 
repent him of his sins, and stedfastly believe 
that Jesus Christ hath suffered death wpon the 
Cross for him, and shed His Blood for his re- 
demption, earnestly remembering the benefits he 
hath thereby, and giving Him hearty thanks 
therefore, he doth eat and drink the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his 
Soul’s health, although he doth not receive the 
Sacrament with his mouth.” 
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VII : 
IN THE\HOUR OF DEATH! 


It is quite impossible to make any hard and fast 
plan as to what to say and do for the dying. To fit 
ourselves for such a task is a lifes work. At such 
a time it is not the particular book in our hand 
but what we are that really matters. In such 
opportunities we may feel the loss to ourselves of our 
irregular meditations, our formal prayers, and of 
our own imperfect repentance of our own sins. 

In dealing with the dying speak slowly, and with 
calm deliberation, but do not as a rule whisper. 
Make the prayers the prayers of the dying person 
by repeating them sometimes in the first person. 
Repeat the same short phrases, &c., again and 
again. Dr. Pusey tells us how he watched by a 
death bed and all through the night he said little 
but the one word “Jesus”. ' 

We are with the dying to enable them to “ depart 
in peace”. If this is our first and only opportunity 
of a pastoral visitation of the sick man, we must see 
what we can do to deepen his penitence, &c. But 
when we have done all we can we can use prayers, 
&c., on the lines of the following, which is based 
ance on Bishop Andrewes’s ‘Manual for the 

i¢k **.) 


- A Prayer for the Minister to say for himself. 


“ Let not those that seek Thee 
Be confounded through me, 
O Lord God of Israel. Amen.” 
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A. 


The Priest, on entering the sick person’s presence 
shall say, 
PEACE BE TO YOU. 


Then all kneeling there shall be said, 


Lord have mercy, &c. 
Our Father, &c. 


A commendatory Prayer for a sick person at the 
point of departure. 

O Almighty God, with Whom do live the spirits 
of just men made perfect, after they are delivered 
from their earthly prisons; we humbly commend 
the soul of this Thy servant, our dear brother, into 
Thy hands, as into the hands of a faithful Creator, 
and most merciful Saviour; most humbly beseech- 
ing Thee, that it may be precious in Thy sight. 
-Wash it, we pray Thee, in the blood of that im- 
maculate Lamb, that was slain to take away the 
sins of the world; that whatsoever defilements it 
may have contracted in the midst of this miserable 
and naughty world, through the lusts of the flesh, 
or the wiles of Satan, being purged and done away, 
it may be presented pure and without spot before 
Thee. And teach us who survive, in this and other 
like daily spectacles of mortality, to see how frail 
and uncertain our own condition is; and so to 
number our days, that we may seriously apply our 
hearts to that holy and heavenly wisdom, whilst we 
live here, which may in the end bring us to life 
everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
thine only Son our Lord. Amen. 
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B, 


Ejaculations to be said in the name of the 
dying person. 


Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end. 
To depart and be with Christ, which is far 
better. 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace. 
Bring my soul out of prison that I may praise 
Thee. 
Say unto my soul I Am THY SALVATION. 
Jesus Only. 
It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth Him 
good. 
By Thy nativity, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy fasting and prayer, 
Jesw Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy hunger and thirst, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me, 
By Thy cross and passion, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy descent into hell, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy resurrection from the dead the third day, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy ascension into heaven, 
Jesu Lord, deliver me. 
By Thy sitting at the right hand of the Father 
in glory, ry 
: Jesw Lord, deliver me,” 
Lord have mercy, &e, 
Our Father, &c. 
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“Tt is I, be not afraid.” 

My Time is in Thy hand. 

Jesus, remember me when— 

“ To-day shalt thow be with Me in Paradise.” 

Father, into Thy hands I commend my Spirit. 
&e. &e. &e. 


C. 
The Act of Commendation. 


Into Thy merciful hands, O Heavenly Father, we 
commend the soul of Thy Servant now departing 
from the body. Acknowledge, we meekly beseech 
Thee, a sheep of Thine own fold, a lamb of Thine 
own flock, a sinner of Thine own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of Thy mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, into the glorious 
estate of Thy chosen Saints. 

_ O most merciful Jesus, that thing cannot perish 
which is committed to Thy charge; receive, we 
beseech Thee, his spirit in peace, Amen. 

Jesus Christ absolve thee from all sins. 

Amen. 

Jesus Christ remit all the evil which thou hast 
committed by thy hearing, seeing, touching, tasting, 
howsoever. 

Amen. 

Jesus Christ, that redeemed thee with His Agony 
and Bloody Death, have mercy on thee and 
strengthen thee in this agony of death. 

Amen. 

Jesus Christ, that rose again the Third Day from 
the dead, raise thee body and soul, in the resur- 
rection of the just. 

Amen. 
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Jesus Christ, that ascended into heaven, thither 
bring thee whither He Himself has gone before to 
the Paradise of bliss. 

Amen. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 

The Lord make His Face to shine wpon thee 

And be gracious wnto thee. 

Lhe Lord lift wp His countenance upon thee, 

And give thee peace, both now and evermore. 

Amen. 

Depart, O Christian Soul, in the Name— 

Of God the Father, Who created thee: 
Of God the Son, Who redeemed thee : 
Of God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth thee : 

One living and immortal God. To Whom be 
glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 


D. 
To be said slowly and with solemn utterance. 


Remember not, we beseech Thee, the sins and 
offences of his youth ; 
_ But according to Thy mercies think Thou pee 
him, O Lord, for Thy Goodness. 

Cleanse him, O Lord, from his secret sins ; 

Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend his spirit ; 

For Thou hast redeemed it, O Lord Thou God of 
Truth. 
Thee his soul out of prison, that it may praise 

ee 

»O deliver him from the body of this death. 

Say unto his soul, Iam thy Salvation. 

Say unto him, To- day shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise. 


ve 
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Let ham now feel the salvation of Jesus ; 

Let him now feel the anointing of Christ, even 
the oil of gladness wherewith Thou art anointed. 

Guide ham through the valley of the shadow of 
Death. 

Let him see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. 

O Lord, command his spirit. to be received up to 
Thee in Peace. 

O Lord, bid him come to Thee. 

Lord Jé esus, receive his spirit, 

And open to hzm the gates of everlasting: glory. 

Let. Thy good Spirit conduct him into the land 
of righteousness, 

Into Thy holy hill and heavenly kingdom. 

Send Thine angel to meet him ; 

Place him in the habitation of light and peace, 
of joy and gladness. 

Receive him in the arms of Thy mercy ; 

_ And give him an inheritance with the saints in 
light. 

“There to reion with Thy elect Angels, Thy 
blessed Saints departed, Thy holy Prophets, and 
glorious Apostles in all joy, glory, felicity, and 
happiness. 

For ever and ever. Amen. 


E. 
' (What helps the dying often are hymns, &c., with which 
they are familiar.) 


: 


Rock of Ages, cleft for me, | 

Let: me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the Water and the Blood, 
D2 
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From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 


Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow ; 
All for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 


Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace ; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly— 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die! 


While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eyelids close in death ; 
When I soar through tracts unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment Throne; 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 


2 
Nune Dimittis. 


Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 


peace: according to Thy word. 


For mine eyes have seen: Thy salvation. | 
Which Thou hast prepared : before the face of all 


people ; 


To be a Light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be 


the glory of Thy people Israel. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to 
the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. 


3 
Anima Christi. 


The Soul of Christ hallow me, 
And the Body strengthen me, 
And the Blood ransom me, 
And the Water wash me, 
And the Bruises heal me, 
And the Sweat refresh me, 
And the Wounds hide me! 
O Blessed Jesus, hear me! 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee, 
From the malicious enemy defend me; 
In thé hour of my death call me, 
And place me near to Thee; 
That with Thy Saints, 
I may praise Thee 
To endless ages. Amen. 


4 
Psatm XXIII. Dominus regit me. 


1, The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack 
nothing. 

2. He shall feed me in a green pasture: and lead 
me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

3. He shall convert my soul: and bring me forth 
in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake. 

4, Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
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shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

5. Thou shalt prepare a table before me against 
them that trouble me: thou hast anointed my head 
with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

6. But thy loving-kindness .and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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VIII 
WITH THE MOURNERS 


The Minister coming into the room shall say, 
Peace be to this house, and to all that dwell in it: 
Lord have mercy, &c. 
Our Father, &e. 


PsaLM CXXX. De profundis. 


1. Out of the deep have I called unto thee, 
O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. 

2. O let thine ears consider well: the voice of 
my complaint. 

3. If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what 
is done amiss: O Lord, who may abide it? 

4. For there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt 
thou be feared. 

5. I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for 
him: in his word is my trust. 

6. My soul fleeth unto the Lord: before the 
morning watch, I say, before the morning watch. 

7. O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord 
there is mercy: and with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion. 

8. And he shall redeem Israel: from all his sins. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to 
the Holy Ghost ; 

Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

From our enemies defend us, O Christ. 

Graciously look wpon our afflictions. 

Pitifully behold the sorrows of our hearts. 
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Mercifully forgive the sins of Thy people. 

Favourably with mercy hear our prayers. 

O Son of David, have mercy wpon us. 

Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ. 

Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear 
us, O Lord Christ. 

Priest. O Lord, let Thy mercy be showed upon us; 

Answer. As we do put our trust in Thee. 


Let us pray. 


We humbly beseech Thee, O Father, mercifully 
to look upon our infirmities ; and for the glory of 
Thy Name turn from us all those evils that we most 
righteously have deserved; and grant, that in all 
our troubles we may put our whole trust and con- 
fidence in Thy mercy, and evermore serve Thee in 
holiness and pureness of living, to Thy honour and 
glory ; through our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Christ our Lord, the Giver of Salvation to the 
world, through Whom cometh life to all men, and 
the rising again from the dead; in Thy Name we 
meet on the day of the passing from earth of this 
Thy servant, meekly beseeching Thee to vouchsafe 
to him the abundance of Thy everlasting mercy, 
that freed from the stains of his mortal pilgrimage, 
he may enter on his inheritance of salvation for 
evermore through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After any other prayers and intercessions, such 
as “ For those in sorrow”, on page 29, or a prayer 
for those who mourn the loss of a child, on page 119, 
the minister shall say, 


Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints ; 
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I heard a voice from heaven saying, 
WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD 
WHICH DIE IN THE LoRD: 
FOR THEY REST FROM THEIR LABOURS 
AND THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM. 
May the souls of the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 


After the death of a child. 

We commend into Thy hands of mercy, most 
merciful Father, the soul of this Thy child de- 
parted ; beseeching Thine infinite goodness to give 
us grace to live in Thy fear and love, and to die in 
Thy favour, that at the general Resurrection in the 
last day, we together with him, may be found 
acceptable in Thy sight, and may hear these most 
sweet and comfortable words: Come to Me, ye 
blessed of My Father, possess the kingdom which 
hath been prepared for you from the beginning of 
the world: Grant this, we beseech Thee, O merciful 
Father, through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and 
Redeemer. Amen. 


For comfort for parents on the death of a child. 

O Lord Jesu Christ, Who didst take little children 
into Thine arms and bless them: Open Thou our 
eyes, we beseech Thee, that we may perceive that 
Thou in very goodness hast taken this Thy child 
into the everlasting arms of Thine infinite love, 
Who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

O God, the fountain of life, whose ways are 
hidden and whose work is wonderful: Who makest 
nothing in vain, and lovest that which Thou hast 
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made: comfort the souls of Thy servants, who by 
the early death of this Thy child are sorely smitten 
and bereaved ; and grant that they may so love and 
serve Thee in this present life, that they together 
with him, may in the end obtain the fullness of 
Thy promises, and be clothed with the perfection 
of glory in Thy eternal kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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IX 


FOR THE COMMUNION AT A FUNERAL. 
(If sanctioned by the Ordinary.) 
The Collect. 


O Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is the Resurrection and the Life, in 
Whom whosoever believeth shall live though he 
die, and whosoever liveth and believeth in Him 
shall not die eternally. 

Who also hath taught us, by His holy Apostle 
Saint Paul, not to be sorry as men without hope, 
for them that sleep in Him ; 

We meekly beseech Thee, O Father, to raise us 
from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness ; 
that, when we shall depart this life, we may rest 
in Him, as our hope is this our brother doth, and 
that at the general Resurrection at the last day, 
_ both we and this our brother departed, receiving 
again our bodies, and rising again in Thy most 
gracious favour, may with all Thine elect saints, 
obtain eternal joy ; 

Grant this, O Lord God, by the means of our 
Advocate Jesus Christ, Who with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth one God for ever. 
Amen. 


The Epistle. (1 Thess. iv. 18.) 


But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
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word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them that are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


The Gospel. (8S. John vi. 387.) 


All that the Father giveth me shall come to me: 
and him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast 
out. For I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, 
that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

And this is the will of him that sent me, that 
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. 


lil. IN VIAM PACIS 


“ Tiluminare his, qui in tenebris, et in umbra mortis sedent, 
ad dirigendos pedes nostros in viam pacis.” Lue. 1. 79. 
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. God’s Visitation. 

. Patiently and with Thanksgiving. 
. Remember the Profession. 

. Suffering part of life’s work. 

. God is Love. 

. The Son’s rebellion against Love. 
. The Son’s realization of Love. 

. Where art thou ? 

. O my Saviour lifted. 

. Thou art the man. 

. Restitution. 


Forgive from the bottom of the heart. 


. Be liberal to the poor. 

. Sins forgiven. 

. The Great Supper. 

. Always in a readiness to ae 

. The Disposition of Goods. 

. The Miserere. (Psalm li.) 

. Benedic, anima mea. (Psalm ciii.) 
. In Te, Domine, speravi. (Psalm 1xxi.) 
. Abide with me. 

. The Pilgrims reach the River. 

. The Many Abiding-Places. 
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III. 1. GOD’S VISITATION 


1. Dearly beloved, know this, that Almighty 
God is the Lord of life and death, and of all things 
to them pertaining, as youth, strength, health, age, 
weakness, and sickness. 

2. Wherefore, whatsoever your sickness is, know 
you certainly that it is God’s Visitation. 

3. And for what cause soever this sickness is 
sent unto you: whether it be to try your patience 
for the example of others, and that your faith may 
be found in the day of the Lord laudable, glorious, 
and honourable, to the increase of glory and endless 
felicity ; 

4. Or else it be sent unto you to correct and 
amend in you whatsoever doth offend the eyes of 
your heavenly Father ; 

5. Know you certainly, that if you truly repent 
of your sins, and bear your sickness patiently, 

trusting in God’s mercy, for His dear Son Jesus 
Christ’s sake, and render unto Him humble thanks 
for His fatherly visitation, submitting yourself 
wholly unto His will, it shall turn to your profit, 
and help you forward in the right way that leadeth 
unto everlasting life. 
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III. 2. PATIENTLY AND WITH THANKS- 


of 
to 


GIVING 


1. Take therefore in good part the chastisement 
the Lord: For (as we read in the twelfth chapter 
the Hebrews) 


“Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not ? , 

But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh, 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live ? 

For they verily for a few days chastened us 
after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness.” 


2. These words, good Brother, are written in 


holy Scripture for our comfort and instruction ; 
that we should patiently, and with thanksgiving, 
bear our heavenly Father’s correction, whensoever 
by any manner of adversity it shall please His 
gracious goodness to visit us; 


3. And there should be no greater comfort to 


Christian persons, than to be made like unto Christ, 
by suffering patiently adversities, troubles, and 
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sicknesses. For He Himself went not up to joy, 
but first He suffered pain: He entered not into His 
glory before He was crucified. 

4. So truly our way to eternal joy is to suffer 
here with Christ; and our door to enter into eternal 
life is gladly to die with Christ ; that we may rise 
oe from death, and dwell with Him in everlasting 

ife. 
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III. 3.5 REMEMBER THE PROFESSION 


1. Now therefore, taking your sickness, which is 
thus profitable for you, patiently, I exhort you, in 
the Name of God, to remember the profession which 
you made unto God in your Baptism. 

2. Remember always, that Baptism doth repre- 
sent unto us our profession ; which is to follow the 
example of our Saviour Christ, and to be made like 
unto Him; that as He died, and rose again for us, 
so should we, who are baptized, die from sin, and 
rise again unto righteousness; continually morti- 
fying all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living. 


A Prayer. 


Imighty and everlasting God, heavenly Father, 
we give Thee humble thanks, for that Thou hast 
vouchsafed to call us to the knowledge of Thy grace, 
and faith in Thee: Increase this knowledge, and 
confirm this faith in us evermore... through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 


See Appendix: ‘The Life of the Baptized”. 
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III. 4. SUFFERING PART OF LIFE’S 
WORK 


1, Picture the busy life of our Lord. So busy 
that there is not so much as time to eat. All this 
doing is part of His work. 

2. Contrast this with the same Jesus on the 
Cross. There He hangs unable to move hand or 
foot. 

3. This suffering and helplessness is also part of 
His work. It is not something that has come in to 
hinder His work. We know now that it was, rather, 
the most fruitful of all work. 

4. So we, by helpless sickness and weary pain, 
can work. Such work is for the glory of God and 
the good of our friends and neighbours. 

5. Let us think about this when we feel we are 
a mere burden upon others, and of no use in the 
world. 

6. One very special work we can do while alone 
with God at this time: we can pray for others. 


Experience will show the young minister that it is a great 
happiness to invalids to be asked to help special persons or 
causes by prayer. It is also an encouragement to those 
who pray to be given any interesting information about the 
works or persons for whom their prayers are asked. 


E 2 


68 PAX HUIC DOMUI 


III. 5. GOD IS LOVE 
18. John iv. 7, &c. 


1. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, 
and ieee God. He that loveth not inoweth 
not God, for God is love. 

2, Herein was the love of God manifested in our 
case, that God hath sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him. 

8. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. 

4, Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. Noman hath beheld God at any 
time; if we love one another, God abideth in us, 
and his love is perfected in us..., We love, 
because he first loved us. 


The Minister is instructed to examine whether the sick 
“ do believe as a Christian man should, or no”. The Apostles’ 
Creed which he then proceeds to question, him on may be 
summed up in the words “God is Love”.—Love in the 
eternal essence as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and love to 
us in creation, redemption, and sanctification. 

Note too the Prayer Book way of winning souls. We are 
to begin by the thought of God and His Love. The life of 
man is to be an answer to the love of God. 
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tI. 6. THE SON’S REBELLION AGAINST 
LOVE 


S. Luke xv. 11-20 a. 


Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing 
near wnto him for to hear him. And he said— 


1. A certain man had twosons: and the younger 
of them said to his father, Father, give me the 
portion of thy substance that falleth to me. And 
he divided unto them his living. 


2. And not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his journey into 
a far country ; and there he wasted his substance 
with riotous living. 

3. And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that country; and he began to 
be in want. 

4, And he went and joined himself to one of the 
citizens of that country; and he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. And he would fain have been 
filled with the husks the swine did eat: and no 
man gave unto him. 


5. But when he came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish here with hunger! 


6. I will arise and go to my father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be 
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called thy son: make me as one of thy hired 
servants. 
7. And he arose, and came to his father. 


N.B.—“ When he had spent all”. It is most noteworthy 
that our Blessed Lord does not tell us that “when he had 
spent all” he came back to the father ; though it would have 
been easier then, than later. Wetoo forget. However hard 
it is to repent “to-day”, delay will only make it harder. 
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III. 7. THE SON’S REALIZATION OF LOVE 
S. Luke xv. 20 b-25. 


1. But while he was yet afar off, his father saw 
him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and’ 
fell on his neck, and kissed him much. 

2. And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight : i am no 
more worthy to be called thy son. 

3. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: and bring 
the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and make 
merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be 
merry. 


The love of the father in forgiving must only have 
deepened the penitence of the son. The more we experience 
the Love of boa the more penitent do we become. This 
fact explains the words of S. Paul, “I am the chief of 


9 


sinners”. 
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III. 8. WHERE ART THOU? 


“Then shall the Minister examine whether he repent him 
truly of his sins, and be in charity with all the world.” 


Genesis iii. 6-138. 


1, When the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and she 
gave unto her husband with her, and he did eat. 
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

2. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 

3. And the Lord God called unto the man, and 
said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, 
I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because 1 was naked ; and I hid myself. 

4. And he said, Who told thee-that thou wast 
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? And 
the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is 
this thou hast done ? 


See Appendix for suggestion 7¢ self-examination. 

A -simple form of examination may be found in the 
“general confession” at Mattins and Evensong. 

Try to get the sick person to make concrete and personat 
such words as “ We have left undone those things which wa 
ought to have done”, &c. 
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III. 9. O MY SAVIOUR LIFTED 


O my Saviour lifted 
From the earth for me, 

Draw me, in Thy mercy, 
Nearer unto Thee, 


Speed these lagging footsteps, 
Melt this heart of ice, 

As I scan the marvels 
Of Thy Sacrifice. 


Lift my earth-bound longings, 
Fix them, Lord, above ; 

Draw me with the magnet 
Of Thy mighty love. 


Lord, Thine Arms are stretching 
Ever far and wide, 

To enfold Thy children 
To Thy loving side. 


And I come, O Jesus: 
Dare I turn away ? 
No! Thy love hath conquered, 
And I come to-day: 
Bringing all my burdens— 
Sorrow, sin, and care; 
At Thy feet I lay them, 
And I leave them there. 
BisHop WALsSHAM How, 
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III. 10, THOU ART THE MAN 
2 Samuel xii. 1—7 and 18. 


1. And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. 

2. And he came unto him, and said unto him, 
There were two men in one city ; the one rich, and 
the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many 
flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing, 
save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up; and it grew up together with him, 
and with his children, and was unto him as a 
daughter. 

And there came a traveller unto the rich man, 
and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was 
come unto him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and 
dressed it for the man that was come to him. 

3. And David’s anger was greatly kindled 
against the man; and he said unto Nathan, As the 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done this is worthy 
to die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity. : 

4. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the 
man, ... And David said unto Nathan, I have 
sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto 
David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin. 


2 Samuel xiis a wonderful analysis of the terrible 
growth and power of sin. It may be used in 
certain cases. 
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III. 11. RESTITUTION 


“And where he hath done injury or wrong to any man, 
that he make amends to the uttermost of his power.”— The 
Visitation of the Sick. 


S. Luke xix, 1-9. 


1. And he entered and was passing through 
Jericho. 

2. And behold,a man called by name Zacchaeus ; 
and he was a chief publican, and he was rich. 

_ 8, And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and 
could not for the crowd,.because he was little of 
stature. 

4, And he ran on before, and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him; for he was to pass that 
way. 

rf And when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and 
come down ; for to-day I must abide at thy house. 
And he made haste, and came down, and received 
him joyfully. 

6. And when they saw it, they all murmured, 
saying, He is gone in to lodge with a man that is 
a sinner. 

7. And Zacchaeus stood and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor!; and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of 
any man, I restore fourfold. 

8. And Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation 
come to this house. 


1 “The Minister should not omit earnestly to move such 
sick persons as are of ability to be liberal to the poor.” 
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IIL. 12, FORGIVE FROM THE BOTTOM OF 
THE HEART 

“Then shall the Minister examine whether he... bein 

charity with all the world; exhorting him to forgive, from 


the bottom of his heart, all persons that have offended him ; 
and if he hath offended any other, to ask them forgiveness.” 


S. Matt. xviii. 21-35. 


1. Then came Peter and said unto him, Lord, how 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? Until seven times? Jesus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but until 
seventy times seven. 

2. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would make a reckoning 
with his servants. And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him 
ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not 
wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him to be 
sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 

3. The servant therefore fell down and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all... . And the lord of that servant, being 
moved with compassion, released him, and forgave 
him the debt. 

4. But that servant went out, and found one of 
of his fellow-servants, which owed him a hundred 
pence: and he laid hold on him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. So his 
fellow-servant fell down and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee. And he 
would not: but went and cast him into prison, till 
he should pay that which was due. 
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5. So when his fellow-servants saw what was 
done, they were exceeding sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done. 

6. Then his lord called him unto him, and saith 
to him, Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, because thou besoughtest me: shouldest not 
thou also have had mercy on thy fellow-servant, 
even as I had mercy on thee? 

7. And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. 

8. So shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, 
if ye forgive not every one his brother from your 
hearts. 
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III. 13. BE LIBERAL TO THE POOR 


“The Minister should not omit earnestly to move such 
sick persons as are of ability to be liberal to the poor.” 


Job xxix. 11-16. 


1. When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; 


And when-the eye saw me, it gave witness 
unto me: 

Because I delivered the poor that cried, 

The fatherless also, that had none to help him. 

The blessing of him that was ready to perish 
came upon me: 

And I caused the widow’s heart to sing for 
joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: 

My justice was as a robe and a diadem. 

I was eyes to the blind, 

And feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the needy: 

And the cause of him that I knew not I 
searched out. 


S. Luke xvi. 19-21. 


2. Now there was a certain rich man, and he was 


clothed in purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously 
every day: and a certain beggar named Lazarus 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be 
ee the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s 
table. - 
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III. 14. SINS FORGIVEN 
S. Mark ii. 1-12. 


1. And when he entered again into Capernaum 
after some days, it was noised that he was in the 
house. And many were gathered together, so that 
there was no longer room for them, no, not even 
about the door: and he spake the word unto them. 

2. And they come, bringing unto him a man sick 
of the palsy, borne of four. 

3. And when they could not come nigh unto him 
for the crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was ; 
and when they had broken it up, they let down the 
bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. 

4. And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick 
of the palsy, Son, thy sins are forgiven. 

5. But there were certain of the scribes sitting 
there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this 
man thus speak ? he blasphemeth : who can forgive 
sins but one, even God ? 

6. And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they so reasoned within themselves, saith unto 
them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts ? 
Whether is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take 
up thy bed, and walk ? 

7. But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins (he saith to the 
sick of the palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, take up 
thy bed, and go unto thy house. 

8. And he arose, and straightway took up the 
bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that 
they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We 
never saw it on this fashion. 
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III. 15. THE GREAT SUPPER 
S. Luke xiv. 16-24. 


1. A certain man made a great supper; and he 
bade many: 

2. And he sent forth his servant at supper time to 
say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things 
are now ready. 

3. And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. 

4. The first said unto him, I have bought a field, 
and I must needs go out and see it: I pray thee 
have me excused. 

5. And another said, I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them : I pray thee have me 
excused. 

6. And another said, I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come. : 

7. And the servant came, and told his lord these 
things. Then the master of the house being angry 
said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor 
and maimed and blind and lame. 

And the servant said, Lord, what thou didst com- 
mand is done, and yet there is room. 

And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and constrain them to 
come in, that my house may be filled. For I say 
unto you, that none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper. 
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III. 16. ALWAYS IN A READINESS TO 
DIE 


Forasmuch as all mortal men be subject to many 
sudden perils, diseases, and sicknesses, and ever 
uncertain what time they shall depart out of this 
life; therefore, to the intent they may be always 
in a readiness to die, whensoever it shall please 
Almighty God to call them, the Curates shall dili- 
gently from time to time (but especially in the time 
of pestilence, or other infectious sickness) exhort 
their Parishioners to the often receiving of the holy 
Communion of the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Christ, when it.shall be publicly administered in 
the Church ; that so doing, they may, in case of 
sudden visitation, have the less cause to be disquieted 
for lack of the same. But if the sick person be not 
able to come to Church, and yet is desirous to re- 
ceive the Communion in his house; then he must 
give timely notice to the Curate, signifying also how 
many there are to communicate with him (which 
shall be three, or two at the least), and having 
a convenient place in the sick man’s house, with all 
things necessary so prepared, that the Curate may 
reverently minister, he shall there celebrate the holy 
Communion, 
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III. 17. THE DISPOSITION OF GOODS 


§. John xix. 25-27. 


1. There were standing by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

2. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the 
disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto 
his mother, Woman, behold, thy son! Then saith he 
to the disciple, Behold, thy mother ! 

8. And from that hour the disciple took her unto 
his own. 


‘* And if he (the sick person) hath not before disposed of 
his goods, let him then be admonished to make his Will, and 
to declare his Debts, what he oweth, and what is owing unto 
him, for the better discharging of his conscience, and the 
quietness of his Executors. 

But men should often be put in remembrance to take 
order for the settling of their temporal estates, whilst they 
are in health.” 

Rubric in “ The Visitation of the Sick”. 
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III. 18. THE MISERERE 


For Mercy and Absolution. 


1. Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
goodness : according to the multitude of thy mercies 
do away mine offences. 

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness: 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3. For I acknowledge my faults : and my sin is 
ever before me. 

4, Against thee only have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified in 
thy saying, and clear when thou art judged. 


The Divine Standard not lowered by human de- 
pravity. but means provided to attain it. 


5. Behold, I was shapen in wickedness: and in 
sin hath my mother conceived me. 

6. But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts: 
and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly. 

7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean: thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 

8. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness: 
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 


Longing for renewal and Spiritual Freedom. 


9. Turn thy face from my sins: and put out all 
my misdeeds. 

10. Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew 
a right spirit within me, 

11. Cast me not away from thy presence: and 
take not thy holy Spirit from me. 

12. O give me the comfort of thy help again: and 
stablish me with thy free Spirit. 

F2 
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That the penitent may teach others and praise God. 


13. Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked : 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

14, Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou 
that art the God of my health: and my tongue 
shall sing of thy righteousness. 

15. Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord: and my 
mouth shall shew thy praise. 

16. For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give 
it thee: but thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. 

17. The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit: 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not 
despise. 


Prayer for the Church. 


18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice 
of righteousness, with the burnt-offerings and obla- 
tions: then shall they offer young bullocks upon 
thine altar. 
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III. 19, BENEDIC, ANIMA MEA 


Praise the Lord. 


1. Praise the Lord, O my soul: and all that is 
within me praise his holy Name. 

2. Praise the Lord, O my soul : and forget not all 
his benefits ; 

3. Who forgiveth all thy sin : and healeth all 
thine infirmities ; 

4. Who saveth thy life from destruction : and 
crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindness ; 

5. Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things: 
making thee young and lusty as an eagle. 


His Righteousness and Mercy. 


6. The Lord executeth righteousness and judge- 
ment : for all them that are oppressed with wrong. 

7. He shewed his ways unto Moses : his works 
unto the children of Israel. 

8. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy : 
long-suffering, and of great goodness. 

9. He will not alway be chiding : neither keepeth 
he his anger for ever. 

10. He hath not dealt with us after our sins: nor 
rewarded us according to our wickednesses. 


11. For look how high the heaven is in compari- 
son of the earth : so great is his mercy also toward 
them that fear him. 

12. Look how wide also the east is from the west : 
so far hath he set our sins from us. 

13. Yea, like as a father pitieth his own children : 
even so is the Lord merciful unto them that fear 
him. 
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14. For he knoweth whereof we are made : he 
remembereth that we are but dust. 

15. The days of man are but as grass : for he 
flourisheth as a flower of the field. 

16. For as soon as the wind goeth over it, it is 
gone :.and the place thereof shall know it no more. 

17. But the merciful goodness of the Lord endu- 
reth for ever and ever upon them that fear him : 
and his righteousness upon children’s children ; 

18. Even upon such as keep his covenant : and 
think upon his commandments to do them. 

19. The Lord hath prepared his seat in heaven : 
and. his kingdom ruleth over all. : 


Praise the Lord. 


20. O praise the Lord, ye angels of his, ye that 
excel in strength : ye that fulfil his commandment, 
and hearken unto the voice of his words. 

21. O praise the Lord, all ye his hosts: ye ser- 
vants of his that do his pleasure. 

22. O speak good of the Lord, all ye works of. 
his, in all places of his dominion : praise thou the 
Lord, O my soul. 
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III. 20. IN TE, DOMINE, SPERAVI 


Lhe Church asks for her Sick and Aged. 


1. In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust, let me 
never be put to confusion : but rid me, and deliver 
me, in thy righteousness; incline thine. ear unto 
me, and save me. 


For Protection from Spiritual Assault. 


2. Be thou my strong hold, whereunto I may: 
alway resort: thou hast promised to help me, for 
thou art my house of defence, and my castle. : 

3. Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the 
ungodly : out of the hand of the unrighteous and 
cruel man. 

4. For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I long 
for : thou art my hope, even from my youth. 

5. Through thee have I been holden up ever since 
I was born : thou art he that took me out of my 
mother’s womb; my praise shall be always of 
thee. 


And for the Spirit of Praise and sense of God’s 
Presence. 
.6. Iam become as it were a monster unto many : 
but my sure trust is in thee. 
7. O let my mouth be filled with thy praise : that 
I may sing of thy glory and honour all the day 
long. 
Pd Cast me not away in the time of age : forsake 
me not when my strength faileth me. 
9. For mine enemies speak against me, and they 
that lay wait for my soul take their counsel ’ 
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together, saying : God hath forsaken him; perse- 
cute him, and take him, for there is none to deliver 
him. 

10. Go not far from me, O God : my God, haste 
thee to help me. 

11. Let them be confounded and perish that are 
against my soul : let them be covered with shame 
and dishonour that seek to do me evil. 


She promises in their behalf, patience and a brave 
witness in God. 


12. As for me, I will patiently abide alway : and 
will praise thee more and more. 

13. My mouth shall daily speak of thy righteous- 
ness and salvation : for I know no end thereof. 

14. I will go forth in the strength of the Lord 
God : and will make mention of thy righteousness 
only. 

15. Thou, O God, hast taught me from my youth 
up until now : therefore will I tell of thy wondrous 
works. 

16. Forsake me not, O God, in mine old age, when 
I am gray-headed : until I have shewed thy strength 
unto this generation, and thy power to all them 
that are yet for to come. 


She admires God’s discipline for its many fruits. 


17. Thy righteousness, O God, is very high : and 
great things are they that thou hast done; O God, 
who is like unto thee ? 

18. O what great troubles and @dversities hast 
thou shewed me! and yet didst thou turn and re- 
fresh me : yea, and broughtest me from the deep of 
the earth again. 

19. Thou has brought me to great honour : and 
comforted me on every side. 
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Praise and Thanksgiving. 


20. Therefore will I praise thee and thy faithful- 
ness, O God, playing upon an instrument of musick : 
unto thee will I sing upon the harp, O thou Holy 
One of Israel. 

21. My lips will be fain when I sing unto thee : 
and so will my soul whom thou hast delivered. 

22. My tongue also shall talk of thy. righteous- 
ness all the day long : for they are confounded and 
brought unto shame that seek to do me evil. 
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III. 21. ABIDE WITH ME 


Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 


Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away ; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou Who changest not, abide with me. 


I need Thy presence every passing hour ; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power ? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 


I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness: 
Where is death’s sting? where, grave, thy victory ? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 


Hold Thou Thy Cross before my closing eyes ; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the 
skies ; 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 
flee ; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
LYTE. 
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III. 22. THE PILGRIMS REACH TH 
RIVER . : 


(From Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress.) 


Now I further saw, that betwixt them and the 
gate was a river; but there was no bridge to go over; 
and the river was very deep. At the sight there- 
fore of this river the pilgrims were much stunned ; 
but the men that went with them said, You must 
go through or you cannot come at the gate... 
The pilgrims then, especially Christian, began to 
despond in their minds, and looked this way and 
that, but no way could be found by them by which 
they might escape the river. Then they asked the 
men if the waters were all of a depth. They said, 
No; yet they could not help them in that case. 
For, said they, you shall find it deeper or shallower 
as you believe in the King of the place. 

They then addressed themselves to the water, 
and entering, Christian began to sink, and, crying 
out to his good friend Hopeful, he said, I sink in 
deep waters... Then said Hopeful... These 
troubles and distresses that you go through in these 
waters, are no sign that God hath forsaken you ; 
but are sent to try you, whether you will call to 
mind that which heretofore you have received of 
His goodness, and live upon Him in your dis- 
tresses. 

Then I saw in my dream that Christian was in 
a muse awhile. To whom also Hopeful added 
these words, Be of good cheer, Jesus Christ maketh 
thee whole. And with that Christian brake out 
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with a loud voice, Oh I see Him again; and He 
tells me, When thow passest through the waters, I 
wil be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee. 

Then they both took courage, and the enemy 
after that was as still as a stone, until they were 
gone over. 
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III. 23. THE MANY ABIDING-PLACES 


S. John xiv. 1-4. 


1. Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. 

2. In my Father’s house are many mansions ; if 
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
‘prepare a place for you. 

3. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 


“Tn my Father's house.” Cf, 8. Luke ii. 49 (R.V.). 

“ Mansions.” “Places where a traveller halts and rests 
upon his journey.” Perhaps there is also latent in the word 
the thought that the future life is for the blessed a progress 
in which they “go from strength to strength”, as men in 
a long journey go from halting-place to halting-place, until 
the end is reached.—_Swete. 
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SOND aA SP WD 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


14. 


15. 
16, 
17, 
18. 
19. 
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. Of Jesus and His Love. 

. My duty towards my Doctor. 

. Especially. 

. Particularly. 

. The next step. 

. The open invitation. 

. The Decay and the Renewal. 

. The Seven Words in Sickness. 
. Comfort for the lonely. 


The Vision even through Pain. 

The Work of Suffering. 

The Will of God. 

He wants not friends that hath Thy Love. 
Lord, it belongs not to my care. 
Resignation. 

Ora pro Nobis. 

Against overwork. 

Of the King’s way of the Holy Cross. 

A list of suitable psalms. 
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IV. 14 OF JESUS AND HIS LOVE 


“Tell me the old, old story, 
Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, 
Of Jesus and His love.” 


1. “The Message of an S. Luke i. 26-38 
Angel” 
2. “There was no room” S. Luke ii. 1-14 
3. “Called Jesus” S. Luke ii. 21-35 
4, “In WhomI am well S. Matt. ili. 13-17 
pleased ” 
5. “Tempted of the S. Luke iv. 1-15 
Devil ” 
6. “ Transfigured ” S. Mark viii. 27-ix. 8 
7. “Steadfastly set His S. Mark x. 32-45 
face” 
8. “She hath done what S. Mark xiv. 3-11 
she could ” 
9. “Do this” S. Luke xxii. 7-20 
10. “Loved them unto S. John xiii. 1-20 
the end” 
11. “One of you” S. John xiii. 21-30 
12. “A new Command- 8. John xiii. 31-35 
ment” 
13. “The True Vine” S. Jobn xv. 1-16 
14, “Watch and Pray’? S. Mark xiv. 32-42 
15. “One of the Twelve” S. Luke xxii. 47-53 
16. “I know not the S. Luke xxii. 54-62 


17. 


man” 
“They sought for S. Mark xiv. 538-65 
false witnesses ” 


1 Note.—See in this connexion A Choplet of Prayer, Conran. ‘ 
S.P.C.K. 3d. 
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. Before Pilate S. John xviii. 28-xix. 16 


. Before Herod S. Luke xxiii. 1-12 

. * Not this Man” S. Matt. xxvii. 11-26 
. The way to Calvary S. Luke xxiii. 26-32 
. At Calvary S. Luke xxiii. 33-49 
. “A new tomb” S. John xix. 38-42 

. The empty tomb S. John xx. 1-23 


. The Claim of the S. Matt. xxviii. 16-20 


Kin 


g 
. Humility the road to Phil. ii. 1-11 


Royalty 


. “The Promise of the Acts i. 1-11 


Father ” 


. “ Able to save to the Heb. iv. 14-16, vii. 23-5 


uttermost ”’ 
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IV. 2. MY DUTY TOWARDS MY DOCTOR 
Ecclus. xxxviii. 1-15. 


1. Honour a physician with the honour due unto 

him for the uses which ye may have of him; for 
the Lord hath created him. For of the most High 
cometh healing. 
' 2....The Lord hath created medicines out of. 
the earth; and he that is wise will not abhor 
them... And he hath given men skill, that he 
might be honowred in his marvellous works. 

3. ... My Son, in thy sickness be not negligent : 
but pray unto the Lord, and he will make thee 
whole. Leave off from sin (ef. S. Mark ii. 5) and 
order thine hands aright, and cleanse thy heart 
from all wickedness ... 

4. Then give place to the physician, for the Lord 
hath created him: let him not go from thee, for 
thou hast need of him. 

5. There is a time when in their hands there is 
good success. For they shall also pray unto the 
Lord, that he would prosper that, which they give 
for ease and remedy to prolong life. 


’ The Minister shall instruct the sick person about the duty 
of praying for the doctors and nurses who attend upon him, 
not only in order that God may use them to heal him; but 
also that the sick person, by this mains of prayer, may bring 
down blessings upon those who are sacrificing themselves 
for his good. 

If occasion require the Minister shall remind the patient 
of the duty of loyal obedience to the orders of the doctor 
(see Rom. xiii. 1). 


a2 
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IV. 8. ESPECIALLY ! 


Ss. John xi. I-8. 


1. Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of 
Bethany, of the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha.’ And it was that Mary which anointed 
the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with 
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 

2. The sisters therefore sent unto him, saying, 
Lord, behold, he whom thow Tovest is sick (ef. 
S. John ii. 8). 

3. But when Jesus heard it, he said, This sick- 
ness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified thereby. 

4. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazarus. When therefore he heard that he was 
sick, he abode at that time two days in the place 
where he was (ef. S. John ii. 4). Then after this 
he saith to the disciples, Let us go into Judaea 
again. 

1 The Minister may from this reading instruct the sick 
person about asking for the Prayers of the Church. ‘“‘ Espe- 
cially those for whom our prayers are desired.’ ‘“‘ This to 
be said when any desire the prayers of the congregation.” 
See Prayer Book. 

N.B.—The one loved is sick. Sickness and suffering do 
not necessarily imply God’s displeasure; though they may 
be a sign of His chastening (ef. Heb. xii. 3-14). 
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IV. 4. PARTICULARLY! 


S. Luke xvii. 11-20. 


1. And it came to pass, as they were on the way 
to Jerusalem, that he was passing through the 
midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered 
into a certain village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off: 

2. And they lifted up their voices, saying, Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us. 

3. And when he saw them, he said unto them, 
Go and shew yourselves unto the priests. 

4. And it came to pass, as they went, they were 
cleansed. 

5. And one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, with a loud voice glorifying 
God; and he fell upon his face at his feet, giving 
him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 

6. And Jesus answering said, Were not the ten 
cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there 
none found that returned to give glory to God, 
save this stranger ? 

7. And he said unto him, Arise, and go thy way : 
thy faith hath saved thee. 


1 “Particularly those who desire now to offer up their 
praises and thankegivings for Thy late mercies vouchsafed 
unto them.” ‘This to be said when any that have been 
prayed for desire to return praise.” See Prayer Book. The 
time of Thanksgiving is ‘‘The Eucharist”. 
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Iv. 5. THE NEXT STEP? 


S. Luke iii. 1-14. 


Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and 
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, in 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God eame unto John the son of Zacharias 
in the wilderness. And he eame into all the region 
round about Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
repentance unto remission of sins; as it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

And every mountain and hill shall be brought 
low ; 

And the crooked shall become straight, 

And the rough ways smooth ; 

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

He said therefore to the multitudes that went out 
to be baptized of him, Ye offspring of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and 
begin not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones to raise up children 


? See a tract published by The Faith Press, entitled The 
Neat Step, 4d., or 3s. per 100. 
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unto Abraham. And even now is the axe also laid 
unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. And the multitudes asked 
him, saying, What then must we do? And he 
answered and said unto them, He that hath two 
coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and 
he that hath food, let him do likewise. And there 
came also publicans to be baptized, and they said 
unto him, Master, what must we do? And he said 
unto them, Extort no more than that which is ap- 
pointed you. And soldiers also asked him, saying, 
And we, what must we do? And he said unto 
them, Do violence to no man, neither exact any- 
thing wrongfully; and be content with your 
wages. 
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IV. 6. THE OPEN INVITATION 


S. Matthew xi. 25-30. 


At that season Jesus answered and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
didst hide these things from the wise and under- 
standing, and didst reveal them unto babes: yea, 
Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight. All 
things have been delivered unto me of my Father : 
and no one knoweth the Son, save the Father ; 
neither doth any know the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal 
him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 


your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
as light. 


LECTIONES ET HYMNI 105 


IV. 7. THE DECAY AND THE RENEWAL 


2 Cor. iv. 16—v. 10. 


Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward 
man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed 
day by day. For our light affliction, which is for 
the moment, worketh for us more and more exceed- 
ingly an eternal weight of glory; while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal. 

For we know that if the earthly house of our 
tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the ~ 
heavens. For verily in this we groan, longing to 
be clothed upon with our habitation which is from 
heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall not be 
found naked. For indeed we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burdened; not for that 
we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up of life. Now he that wrought us for this very 
thing is God, who gave unto us the earnest of the 
Spirit. Being therefore always of good courage, 
and knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord (for we walk by 
faith, not by sight); we are of good courage, I say, 
and are willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be at home with the Lord. Wherefore also 
we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to 
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be well-pleasing unto him. For we must all be 
made manifest before the judgement-seat of Christ ; 
that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad. 
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IV. 8. THE SEVEN WORDS IN SICKNESS 


‘Hold Thou Thy Cross before my closing eyes.” 


‘In some eases it might be helpful to keep a 
Crucifix before the eyes of the sick and dying. 
But in all cases nothing is more helpful than the 
story of the Passion. On this page a suggestion is 
made for a series of meditations or instructions on 
the “Seven Words” in connexion with the office 
for the Visitation of the Sick. A hymn from Hymns 
Ancient and Modern is suggested in connexion with 
each instruction. Ifa book is desired to put into 
the hands of the sick, working out the suggestions 
more in detail, then see my Life by His Death, 
published by S.P.C.K. 


Introductory—‘ Father ’’—‘* My God.” 
“T shall rehearse to you the Articles of our 
Faith, that you may know whether you do 
believe as a Christian man should or no.” 
Hymn “O for a faith that will not shrink” 
(A. & M. 278). 
i.—‘** Forgive them.” — 
“Exhorting him to forgive from the bottom 
of his heart all persons that have offended 
him.” 
Hymn “ Lord, as to Thy dear Cross we flee” 
(A. & M. 267). 
—* To-day.” 
“By His authority committed to me, e, I absolve 
thee from all thy sins.” 


Hymn “O God, to know that Thou art just” 
(A. & M. 638). 
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iii.— ** Son ”?** Mother.” 
“Let him be admonished to make his will.” 
“The Minister should not omit earnestly to 
move such sick persons as are of ability to be 
liberal to the poor.” 


Hymn “ Lord of Glory Who has bought us” 
(A. & M. 367). 
iv.—‘* Why?” 
“Lift up the light of Thy countenance upon 
him and give him peace.” 
Hymn “ Throned upon the awful Tree”’ 
(A. & M. 118). 
v.—*‘T thirst.” 


“There should be no greater comfort to Christian 
persons, than to be like unto Christ by suffer- 
ing patiently.” 
Hymn “ His are the thousand sparkling rills” 
(A. & M. 119). 
vi.—‘‘ Finished.” ; 
“T exhort you, in the Name of God, to remember 


the profession which you made unto God in 
your Baptism.” 
Hymn “O Saviour, may we never rest” 
(A. & M. 272). 
vii.—‘“‘ Into Thy Hands.” 


“As into the hands of a faithful Creator and 
most merciful Saviour.” 


Hymn “ Abide with me” (A. & M. 27). 
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IV. 9. COMFORT FOR THE LONELY 


There are who sigh that no fond heart is theirs, 
None loves them best—O vain and selfish sigh! 
Out of the bosom of His love He spares— 

The Father spares the Son, for thee to die; 

For thee He died—for thee He lives again: 
O’er thee He watches in His boundless reign. 


Thou art as much His care, as if beside 

Nor man nor angel liv’d in heaven or earth: 
Thus sunbeams pour alike their glorious tide 
To light up worlds, or wake an insect’s mirth : 
They shine and shine with unexhausted store— 
Thou art thy Saviour’s darling—seek no more. 


To the still wrestlings of the lonely heart 
He doth impart 
The virtue of His midnight agony, 
When none was nigh, 
Save God and one good Angel, to assuage 
The tempest’s rage. 
JOHN KEBLE. 


A knowledge of The Christian Year will enable the 
pastor to find many “comfortable words” for the weary and 
heavy laden. 
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IV. 10. THE VISION EVEN THROUGH 
PAIN 


(This poem was written by the late Bishop Arthur iyuels 
ton when quite a young man. His prayer contained in it 
was granted to the letter. He died in great suffering, but 
he realized in all the presence of God.) 


O Thou Who surely wilt reveal 

Thyself—though I can only feel 
Thy chastening hand. 

O Father, in which Name alone 

The fullness of Thy love is shown, 

Here till the truth be wholly known, 
O let me stand. 


Here by Thy certain Fatherhood, 
Till what we are to be, O God, | 
Is come to light. 
Till then I hold but one sure thing— 
Thee, not as God, Thee, not as King, 
But Thee as Father, from Whom spring 
My wrong and right. 


O Father, lose not this one hold, 
But closer in Thine arms enfold 
Thy trembling son. 
Though I am walking in the night, 
Still let me love the hope of light, 
And dream the east will soon be aaa 
With Thee alone. 


The fullness of a father’s heart, 
Its mighty love, only in part 
His child can know. 
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But though I cannot comprehend 

Thy loving wrath, yet do not end 

What Thou dost give, e’en tho’ there blend 
Both joy and woe. 


Yea, woe alone if joy be not— 
If pain be—my appointed lot 
As Thine own son; 
By pain I may my Father see 
By pain I may draw nearer Thee, 
But whether joy or pain it be, 
Thy will be done. 


O Father, whatsoe’er Thou be, 

A Father’s love I love in Thee, 
Nor want the rest. 

O cease not then Thy punishing, 

And tho’ I am too blind a thing 

To see Thy face, beneath Thy wing 
I can be blest. 
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IV. 11. THE WORK OF SUFFERING. 


If impatient, thou let slip thy cross, 
Thou wilt not find it in this world again, 
Nor in another; here, and here alone 
Is given thee to suffer for God’s sake, 
In other worlds we shall more perfectly 
Serve Him and love Him, praise Him, and work 

for Him, 
Grow near and nearer Him with all delight ; 
But then we shall not any more be called 
To suffer, which is our appointment here. 
Canst thou not suffer then one hour,—or two ? 
If He should call thee from thy Cross to-day, 
Saying it is finished!—that hard cross of thine 
From which thou prayest for deliverance, 
Thinkest thou not some passion of regret 
Would overcome thee? Thou wouldst say, “So 
soon ? 

Let me go back, and suffer yet awhile 
More patiently ;—I have not yet praised God.” 
And He might answer to thee,—‘* Never more. 
All pain is done with.” Whensoe’er it comes, 
That summons that we look for, it will seem 
Soon, yea too soon. Let us take heed in time 
That God may now be glorified in us; 
And while we suffer, let us set our souls 
To suffer perfectly ; since this alone, 
The suffering, which is this world’s special grace, 
May here be perfected and left behind. 
—But in obedience and humility ;— 
Waiting on God’s hand, not forestalling it. 
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Seek not to snatch presumptuously the palm 

By self-election; poison not thy wine 

With bitter herbs if He has made it sweet; 

Nor rob God’s treasuries because the key 

Is easy to be turned by mortal hands. 

The gifts of birth, death, genius, suffering 

Are all for His hand only to bestow. 

Receive thy portion and be satisfied. 

Who crowns himself a king is not the more 

Royal; nor he who mars himself with stripes 

The more partaker of the Cross of Christ. 
The Sermon in the Hospital 

(H. E. Hamilton King), 


The Sermon in the Hospital may be obtained for 3d. of 
the publishers, Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, London. 
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IV. 12. THE WILL OF GOD 


I worship Thee, sweet Will of God, 
And all Thy ways adore; 

And every day I live I seem 

To love Thee more and more. 


Thou wert the end, the blessed rule 
Of Jesu’s toils and tears; 

Thou wert the passion of His Heart - 
Those three and thirty years. 


And He hath breathed into my soul 
A special love of Thee, 

A love to lose my will in His, 

And by that loss be free. 


I love to kiss each print where Thou 
Hast set Thine unseen feet ; 

I cannot fear Thee, blessed Will, 
Thine empire is so sweet. 


I have no cares, O Blessed Will, 
For all my cares are Thine ; 

I live in triumph, Lord, for Thou 
Hast made Thy triumphs mine. 


- He always wins who sides with God, 


To him no chance is lost; 
God’s Will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphs at his cost. 
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Ill that He blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong 
If it be His sweet Will. 
FABER. 


The hymus, “Thy way, not mine, O Lord” and “My God 
and Father, while I stray” may be used as the response to 
the above experience of the poet. Excited by what the 
poet has found we are led to pray for the full surrender of 
ourselyes to the Will of God. 
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Iv. 18. HE WANTS NOT FRIENDS THAT 
HATH THY LOVE 


He wants not friends that hath Thy love, 
And may converse and walk with Thee, 
And with Thy Saints here and above, 
With whom for ever I must be. 


In the communion of Saints 

Is wisdom, safety, and delight ; 

And when my heart declines and faints, 
It’s raised by their heat and light ! 


As for my friends, they are not lost; 
The several vessels of Thy fleet, 
Though parted now, by tempest tost, 
Shall safely in the haven meet, 


Still we are centred all in Thee, 
Members, though distant, of one Head; 
In the same family we be, 

By the same faith and spirit led. 


Before Thy Throne we daily meet 
As joint-petitioners to Thee ; 

In spirit we each other greet, 
And shall again each other see. 


The heavenly hosts, world without end, 

Shall be my company above; 

And Thou, my best and surest Friend, 
~ Who shall divide me from Thy Love? 


RicHARD Baxter, 1615-91. 
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IV. 14. LORD, IT BELONGS NOT TO 
MY CARE 


Lord, it belongs not to my care 
Whether I die or live; 

To love and serve Thee is my share, 
And this Thy graee must give. 


If life be long, I will be glad, 
That I may long obey; 

If short, yet why should I be sad 
To end my little day ? 


Christ leads me through no darker rooms, 
‘Than He went through before; 

He that into God’s kingdom comes 

Must enter by this doer. 


Come, Lord, when grace hath made me meet 
Thy blessed Face to see: 

For if Thy work on earth be sweet, 

What will Thy glory be! 


Then I shall end my sad eompiaints 
And weary, sinful days, 

And join with the triumphant Saints 
That sing my Saviour’s praise. 


My knowledge of that life is small, 
The eye of Faith is dim; 

But ’tis' enough that Christ knows all, 
And I shall be with Him. 


RICHARD BAXTER, 1615-91. 
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IV. 15. RESIGNATION 


(There may be some occasions on which such a poem as 
this may bring some comfort to mourning parents. But the 
sorrow of parents is so keen that often the less one says 
the more one can help, provided one helps by Intercession.) 


There is no flock, however watched and tended, 
But one dead lamb is there! 

There is no fireside, howsoe’er defended, 

But has one vacant chair! 


The air is full of farewells to the dying, 
And mournings for the dead ; 

‘The heart of Rachel, for her children crying, 
Will not be comforted! 2 


Let us be patient! These severe afflictions 
Not from the ground arise, 

But oftentimes celestial benedictions 
Assume this dark disguise. 


There is no Death!; What seems so is transition ; 
This life of mortal breath 

Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 

Whose portal we call Death. 


She is not dead, the child of our affection, 
But gone unto that school 


Where she no longer needs our poor protection, 
And Christ: Himself doth rule. 


Day after day we think what she is doing 
In those bright realms of air; 

Year after year her tender steps pursuing, 
Behold her grown more fair. 
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Thus do we walk with her and keep unbroken 
The bond which nature gives, 
Thinking that our remembrance though unspoken, 
May reach her where she lives. 

LoNGFELLOW. 


A Prayer. 


And I earnestly pray Thee, comfort those who 
have lost their children, giving mothers grace to be 
comforted though they are not; and grant us all 
faith to yield our dearest treasures unto Thee with 
joy and thanksgiving, that where with Thee our 
treasure is, there our hearts may be also. Thus 
may we look for and hasten unto the day of union 
with Thee, and of re-union. Amen. 
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IV. 16. ORA PRO NOBIS 


I have lived my life, and that which I have done 

May He within Himself make pure! but thou, 

If thou shouldst never see my face again, 

Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by 
prayer 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy 
voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call them 
friend ? 

For so the whole round earth is every way 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God. 


ALFRED TENNYSON. 
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IV. 17. AGAINST OVERWORK 


“ Have a care to keep your health for the love 
of our God and His poor members, and take care 
not to overdo yourself: it is a trick of the devil by 
which he deceives good souls, to entice them to do 
more than they can, so that they may be unable to 
do anything at all. The Spirit of God on the con- 
trary entices one gently to do good as reasonably 
as one can, so that one may do it perseveringly 
and for a long time.” 

S. VINCENT DE PavL. 
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IV. 18. OF THE KING’S WAY OF THE 
HOLY CROSS 


From The Imitation. 
I 


To many this seems a hard speech Deny thyself: 
take up thy cross, and follow Jesus. But much 
harder will it be to hear that last word: Depart 
from me ye cursed into eternal fire. For they who 
now gladly hear and follow the word of the Cross: 
shall not then be afraid to hear of eternal 
damnation. 

_ The Cross will be the sign in Heaven: when the 

Lord shall come tojudgment. Then all the servants 
of the Cross who in their lifetime conformed them- 
selves to the Crucified: shall draw near to Christ 
the Judge with great confidence. 

Why then fear to take up the Cross; through 
which lies the road to the kingdom? In the Cross 
is salvation, in the Cross is life; in the Cross is 
protection from enemies: in the Cross is infusion 
of heavenly sweetness; in the Cross is strength of 
mind, in the Cross joy of Spirit: in the Cross the 
sum of virtue, in the Cross perfection of sanctity. 
There is no salvation for the soul nor hope of 


1 By the kind courtesy of Messrs. Methuen and Co. I am 
permitted to quote this famous chapter of the Imitation 
from the translation made by the late Dr. C. Bigg.—The 
few sentences in the latter part of this volume from 
A Kempis are also taken’ from the same edition. The well- 
known reference in The Mill on the Floss is one of the many 
proofs of the helpfulness of The Imitation. 
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eternal life: but in the Cross. Take up therefore 
thy Cross and follow Jesus: and thou shalt. go into 
life eternal. He went before bearing His Cross, and 
died for thee on the Cross; that thou also mayest 
bear thy Cross: and desire to die on the Cross. 
For if thou be dead with Him: thou shalt also 
live with Him. And if thou be partaker of His 
punishment: thou shalt be also of His Glory. 

Lo in the Cross is all, and in dying is all; and 
there is no other way to life and true inward peace : 
but the way of the holy Cross and of daily morti- 
fication. Walk where thou wilt, seek what thou 
wilt; thou wilt find no higher way above, nor 
safer way below: than the way of the holy Cross. 
Dispose and order all things as thou wilt and seest : 
yet shalt thou only learn that thou must always 
suffer, willingly or unwillingly: and so shalt thou 
always find the Cross. 

For either in thy body thou shalt feel pain: or 
in thy soul thou shalt suffer tribulation of spirit. 
Sometimes thou shalt be forsaken of God, some- 
times troubled by thy neighbour: and what is more 
often thou shalt be a burden to thyself; neither 
canst thou be delivered or eased by any remedy or 
comfort: but so long as it pleases God thou must 
endure. For God will have thee learn to suffer 
tribulation without comfort; and to submit thyself 
wholly to Him, and gather humility from tribu- 
lation. 

No man hath so hearty a sense of the Passion of 
Christ: as he who hath suffered the like himself. 
The Cross therefore is always ready: and every 
where waits for thee. Thou canst not escape it, 
whithersoever thou runnest; for go where thou wilt 
thou carriest thyself with thee: and shalt ever find 
thyself. Turn thyself upwards, turn thyself down- 
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wards ; turn thyself outwards, turn thyself inwards: 
every where thou shalt find the Cross; and every 
where thou must needs keep patience : if thou wilt 
have inward peace, and earn an everlasting crown. 


II 


If thou carry the Cross cheerfully it will carry 
thee, and lead thee to the desired end, namely 
where there shall be an end of suffering: though 
here there shall be none. If thou carry it un- 
willingly thou makest for thyself a burden, and 
addest to thy load: and yet thou must bear. If 
thou cast away one cross, without doubt thou shalt 
find another: and perhaps a heavier. 

Thinkest thou to eseape; what no mortal could 
ever avoid? Which of the Saints in the world 
was without a cross and tribulation? For not 
even Jesus Christ our Lord was ever one hour 
without the anguish of passion so long as He 
lived. Christ saith He must needs suffer, and rise 
again from the dead: and so enter into His glory. 
And how dost thou seek any other way; than this 
King’s Way which is the way of the holy Cross ? 
Christ’s whole life was a Cross and a martyrdom: 
and dost thou seek rest and joy for thyself? Thou 
art deceived, thou art deceived, if thou seek ought 
else than to suffer tribulations: for this whole 
mortal life is full of miseries and signed on every 
side with crosses. 

And the higher a man hath mounted in the 
Spirit the heavier crosses he will often find: 
peers the punishment of his exile increases with 
Ove. - 
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Ill 


Nevertheless this man though so many ways 
afflicted, is not without the refreshment of comfort : 
for he sees rich fruit accrue unto him. by the 
enduring of his own cross. For whilst he willingly 
takes it up: all the burden of tribulation is turned 
into assurance of divine comfort. And the more 
the flesh is wasted by affliction: the more is the 
spirit strengthened by inward grace. And some- 
times he is so comforted through desire of tribula- 
tion and adversity for his love of conformity to the 
Cross of Christ: that he would not choose to be 
without grief and tribulation ; because he believes 
that he shall be dearer unto God: the more. and 
the harder trials he can suffer for Him. 

This is not the power of man but the grace of 
Christ: which can do and does so much in frail 
flesh ; that what by nature it always abhors and 
flees from: by fervour of spirit it goes to meet. 
and loves. It is not man’s nature to carry the 
Cross, to love the Cross; to chasten the body and 
bring it into subjection ; to flee honours, cheerfully 
to suffer reproaches; to despise himself, and wish 
to be despised: to endure misfortune and loss, and 
to desire no prosperity in this world. If thou 
look to thyself: thou canst of thyself do nothing. 
of the kind. But if thou trust in the Lord, courage 
shall be given thee from Heaven: and the world 
and the flesh shall be put under thy command. 
Neither shalt thou fear thy enemy the devil: if 
thou be armed with faith and signed with the 
Cross of Christ. 

Set thyself therefore like a good and faithful 
servant of Christ to carry manfully the Cross of 
thy Lord: who out of love was crucified for thee. 


126 PAX HUIC DOMUI 


Prepare thyself to bear many adversities and 
various troubles in this miserable life; for so it 
will be with thee wheresover thou art: and so 
surely thou shalt find it wheresoever thou hide. 
So it must be; nor is there any means of escape 
from the tribulation of evil and from sorrow: but 
only to bear with thyself. Drink the Lord’s cup 
with affection: if thou desire to be His friend and 
to have part with Him. Leave comforts to God : 
let Him do therein as seemeth Him good. Do thou 
set thyself to endure tribulations and count them 
the greatest comforts; for the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to deserve the glory 
which is to come: although thou alone couldest 
endure them all. 


IV 


When thou shalt attain to this that tribulation 
shall seem sweet and savoury for Christ’s sake; 
then think it well with thee: for thou hast found 
Paradise upon earth. As long as it is grievous to 
thee to suffer and it is thy mind to flee; so long 
shalt thou be ill at ease: and flight from tribula- 
tion will pursue thee every where. If thou dost set 
thyself to what thou oughtest to be; namely to 
suffering and dying; it will quickly be better with 
thee and thou shalt find peace. 

Although thou shouldest have been rapt even 
unto the third heaven with Paul: thou art not 
therefore safe to suffer no harm. I will shew him 
saith Jesus: how great things he must suffer for 
My Name. Suffering therefore still remains: “if 
thou art minded to love Jesus and to serve Him 
unceasingly. 

O that thou wert worthy to suffer for the Name 


LECTIONES ET HYMNI 127 


of Jesus: how great glory would remain unto thy- 
self; what triumph would there be for all God’s 
Saints: what edification also for thy neighbour. 
For all commend patience : few however are willing 
to suffer. With good reason oughtest thou cheer- 
fully to suffer a little for Christ’s sake: since many 
suffer much more for the world. 


Vv 


Know for certain: thou shouldest lead a dying 
life. And the more any man dies to himself: the 
more does he begin to live unto God. No man is 
fit to comprehend things heavenly: until he has 
submitted to bear adversities for Christ’s sake. 

Nothing is more pleasing to God nothing more 
wholesome to thee in this world: than cheerfully 
to suffer for Christ. And if thou hadst the choice : 
thou shouldest elect to suffer adversities for Christ 
rather than to be refreshed with many consolations ; 
_ because thou wouldest thus be more like Christ: and 
more conformable to all the Saints. For our merit 
and the advance of our spiritual estate stands not 
in many delights and comforts: but rather in en- 
during great afflictions and tribulations to the end. 

Indeed if there had been any thing better and 
more profitable to man’s salvation than suffering : 
Christ would surely have shewn it by word and 
example. For both the disciples that followed Him, 
and all who desire to follow Him: He plainly 
exhorts to carry the Cross and saith. If any will 
come after Me: let him deny himself and take up 
his Cross and follow Me. 

So when we have perused and searched all: be 
this the final conclusion. That through many tribu- 
lations : we must enter into the kingdom of God. 
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‘IV. 19. A LIST OF SUITABLE PSALMS 


The following psalms, in addition to those printed 
in full, will be found specially suitable for use in the 

visitation of the sick : 
; XXVil. 
xliii. 
lxxvii. 
lxxxvi, 
X¢cl. 
CXxi. 
exlili. 
exlvi. 


V. SEMINA 


These “seed thoughts”’ may be used either as last words, 
to help the sick person to meditate for himself after the 
priest has left the room: or they may be used as “texts” 
upon which to base some helpful word of exhortation and 
comfort. 
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A. THE BIBLE AND THE PRAYER BOOK . 


“Tam with you alway, even unto the end.” . 

“ He whom thou lovest is sick.” 

“T must abide at thy house.” 

“Jesus only.” 

“ Peter was kept in prison. But... 

“ As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” 

“ Keep us this day without sin.’ 

“To-day if ye will hear His voice.’ 

“Ye know not what shall be on a morrow.” 

“We know that all things work together, for 
good to them that love God.” 

“ The darkness and light to Thee are both alike.” 

‘He healed all those that had need of healing.” 

* T am not alone.” 

“The Lord turned and looked on Peter.” 

“ Judas one of the twelve.” 

“ Till He find it.” 

“The door was shut.” 

“ Where art thou?” 

“In no wise cast out.” 

“T go to prepare a place for you.” 

“To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 

“God shall wipe away every tear.” eveey 
sorrow shall have its special consolation.) | 

“ Your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” 
’ “ He will not be afraid of any evil tidings for his 
heart standeth fast and believeth 1 in the Lord.” 

“They went and told Jesus.’ 

“ Jesus beholding him, loved him.” 

**T believe God, that it shall be even as it was 
told me.” 

“ We must through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

12 
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“ The sufferings of the present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the Glory that shall be re- 
vealed.” 

“Tt was dark and Jesus was not yét come.” 

“ Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” 

“She hath done what she could.” 

“Into Thy hands I commend my spirit. For Thou 
hast redeemed me.” 

“T will Jay me down in peace and take my rest.” 

“Looking unto Jesus.” 

“Your heavenly Father knoweth.” 

“ My help cometh even from the Lord.” 

“When I am weak, then am I strong.” 

“ My time is in Thy hand.” 

* Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins.” 

‘‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed ? ” 

“The Spirit said Go... and he ran.” 

“ Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

“He that is bathed needeth not save to wash 
his feet.” 

“ As he that serveth.” 

“ By this shall all men know that ye are My 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

&e. &e. &e. 
For many suggestive texts, &c., see Bishop Andrewes’s ‘The 


Psalter of the Sick” in his Manual for the Sick (Rivington’s 
edition). : 
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B. FROM THE “IMITATION OF CHRIST” 


“A devout man bears everywhere about with 
him his own Comforter Jesus.” 

“Greater is Thy anxiety for me; than all the care 
that I can take for myself.” 

“Tf thou wilt not suffer; thou art refusing to be 
crowned.” 

“Thou must give all for all.” 

* Covet not; what thou mayest not have. Have 
not ; what may hinder thee and rob thee of inward 
liberty.” 

“ Tf thou seek this or that, and wouldest be here 
or there the better to enjoy thy own profit and 
pleasure; thou shalt never be in quiet, nor free 
from trouble of mind ; for in everything some flaw 
will be found; and in every place there will be 
one to cross thee.” 

“Let not thy peace be in the tongues of men. 
For whether they construe thee well or ill; thou 
art not therefore another man.” 

“All is not lost; when things fall crosswise.” 

“ Wait, wait for Me; I will come and heal thee.” 

“Think not thyself wholly left; although for 
a time I have sent thee tribulation; or even have 
withdrawn thy desired comfort. For this is the 
way to the kingdom of Heaven.” 

“This is that which chiefly hinders heavenly 
consolation ; that thou art slow in turning thyself 
unto prayer. For before thou dost earnestly be- 
seech Me; thou seekest in the meanwhile many 
comforts; and refreshest thyself in outward things. 
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And hence it comes to pass that all doth little 
profit thee; until thou mark that I am He who 
rescues them that hope in Me; and that out of Me 
there is no prevailing help ; ‘nor useful counsel ; no, 
nor lasting remedy.” 
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C. VARIOUS 


“Thou hast created us unto Thyself, and our 
heart finds no rest until it rests in Thee.”— 
S. AUGUSTINE. 


“Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation; say it so 
that I may hear.”—IBID. 


“ Blessed is he who loves Thee, and his friend in 
Thee, and his enemy for Thy sake.”—IsIp. 


“ Nothing is far to God.”—S. Montca. 
' “ Ever busy yet ever at rest.”—S. AUGUSTINE. 


“T have lived, seen God’s hand thro’ a lifetime, 
and all was for best.”—BROWNING. 


“When God afflicts thee, think He has a rugged 
stone, 

Which must be shaped, or else aside as useless 
thrown.”—TRENCH. 


“ Envy detects the spots in the clear orb of light, 
_ And love the little stars in gloomiest, saddest 
night.” —IBIp. 


“ My present foe at my hands to take no boon will 
choose— 
—Thy prayers are that one gift which he cannot 
refuse.’ —IB1D. 


“To lay thy soul’s worst sins before thy Lord 
endure : 
Who will not show his hurts, can he expect a 
cure ?””—IBIp. 


“ Ceasing to give; we cease to have 
That is the law of love.”—Isip. 
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“When thou hast thanked.thy God for every 
blessing sent, 
What time will then remain for plaint or dis- 
content ?””—TRENCH. 


“God’s dealings still are love ; His chastenings are 
alone 
Love now compelled to take an altered, sterner 
tone.” —IBID. 


“Do thy duty, that is best. 
Leave unto thy Lord, the rest.” —LONG@FELLOW. 


“ He that of greatest things is finisher, 
Oft does them by the weakest minister.”— 
SHAKESPEARE. 


“ More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of.” —TENNYSON. 


“ His will is our peace.”— DANTE. 
“ Love is all and Death is naught.”—Brownina. 


“Never cross a bridge before you get to it.”— 
A Proverb. 


“ They also serve who only stand and wait.”— 
MILTON. 
&e. &e. &e. 


(It is clear that there can be no limit to the number of 
semina that may be gathered from various sources, or even 
from the Bible and Prayer Book. It is hoped what have 
been given above will lead to the young priest drawing up 
and es for himself what will be most useful for him 
to use. 
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. Self-examination. 
. The Life of the Baptized. 
. Outline scheme of Instructions. 


(For Confirmation Candidates and Chronic cases ‘need- 
ing regular instruction.) 


. The Sin of Envy. 
. The Unction of the Sick. 


(From the First Prayer Book of Edward VI.) 


. The Preparation of the Priest. 


(Bishop Andrewes.) 
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I, . SELF-EXAMINATION. 
(| (ad elerum.) 


The possession by the priest of the ordinary 
forms of self-examination is presupposed. The 
following is intended to be supplementary to them 
and to suggest lines of thought that may perhaps 
be new. 

The first question asked by God of man in the 
Bible is concerned with “self-examination”. Man 
sinned; man fled from God to hide his sin; God 
follows man so as to get him to realize his sin; 
acknowledge his sin; and forsake his sin. In this 
third chapter of Genesis we have the germ of the 
idea which led to the poem, The Hound of Heaven. 
Self-examination is no easy matter. So often souls 
need help as to how best to set about answering 
the question “Where art thou?” “Hast thou 
eaten ?”” 

Hence in sickness when we need all the help 
and sympathy possible, the priest is instructed to 
examine “whether he repent him truly of his 
former sins”. In health this self-examination is 


left to the individual— 

“ First, to examine your lives and conversations 
by the rule of God’s commandments: and where- 
insoever ye shall perceive yourselves to have 
offended, either by will, word, or deed, there to 
bewail your own sinfulness, and to confess your- 
selves to Almighty God, with full purpose of 
amendment of life.” 

But in sickness the priest is instructed: to 
say:—“I exhort you in the Name of God, to 


Sega 
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remember the profession which you made unto 
God in your Baptism, And forasmuch as after 
this life there is an account to be given unto the 
righteous Judge, by Whom ali must be judged, 
without respect of persons, I require you to 
examine yourself and your estate, both toward 
God and man ; so that accusing and condemning 
yourself for your own faults, you may find mercy 
at our heavenly Father’s hand for Christ’s sake, 
and not be accused and condemned in that fearful 
judgement.” 


Having led the soul to realize the love of God, 
the priest must go on to “examine whether he 
repent him truly, &.” Further, the sick person 
is to be “moved to make a special confession of 
his sins”, after which there is to be said an Absolu- 
tion, if the confession is an expression of real 
penitence. 


I 


Such is the work in outline. Its accomplishment 
will involve great tact, judyment, and courage. 
But we must not, in what may be an hour of death, 
heal the wounds slightly, or say Peace, when there 
is no peace. 

The chief difficulty that must be surmounted by 
us is sin in ourselves. “First cast out the beam 
that is in thine own eye, then shalt thou see clearly.” 

Too much emphasis cannot he laid on the need 
of real, brave, humble, and deep penitence in the 
priest who stands by the dying. The more penitent 
he‘is, the more can God use him as the bearer of 
the gift of Peace. 

There is no need to press the point further. 
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II 


The next thing is to get the sick man to face his 
life. Adam hid in the garden among the trees 
when God came to him to bring home to him his 
sin. It is still the same. 

But in the power of our own rest and peace, and 
in view of the urgency of the matter, we must 
boldly, gently, and with the utmost simplicity bring 
the sick man face to face with God, so that “in His 
light” he may see his sin, and having seen, he may 
confess it, forsake it, and find in the Blood of Jesus 
“perfect remission ”’. 


III 


A first step towards this examination of conscience 
is to try and find out something of the kind of life 
the man has led, the various places in which he has 
lived, the different kinds of positions in which he 
has worked. Then the suggestive question might 
be put: “We generally find as we look back on 
each stage in our life, that it would have been better 
for us if we had acted in a different way from what 
we did. In our youth, for example, we might have 
been better to our parents. In later life we might 
have been more careful about prayer. I expect it 
is something like this even with you. And possibly 
you may feel rather bothered about something that 
you did when you were at ” (naming the place) ; 
and so on. 

(In this work of self-examination we are rather 
“surgeons ” than “ doctors ”.) 





IV 


It is always wise to remember that we must let 
the Holy Spirit lead souls; all we have to do is to 
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help the soul hear the Voice of God. So do not be 
too cut and dried in this part of our work. Each 
case is so different, and each soul has such different. 
ways of expressing its feelings that unless we too 
are full of prayer, and of ready response to the 
Holy Spirit, we shall make sad mistakes. 

Tf the direct method of self-examination fails, we 
can use the indirect, by giving simple instructions 
on the ten commandments and suggesting the ways 
in which men break them. 


NOTES ON 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


First Commandment. 


This commandment is the Law of Faith. It 
teaches us that God must be first. His will must 
be the one aim of our lives. His way of solving 
difficulties, &c. the only way. 

We break this commandment when we set our 
affections on the things that are temporal, rather 
than the things eternal, when we do wrong because 
we are afraid of what others may think, or because 
we fear the loss of wealth, &c., when we try to get 
good things by the use of doubtful means. When, 
for example, in order to get money for a charity we 
use “ flattery”. The Devil is always coming to us 
with the offer, “If thou wilt fall down and worship 
me, all this will I give thee”. 


Second Commandment. 


This commandment teaches the Christian that 
the God in Whom he believes must be worshipped, 
and that He must be worshipped in the way that 
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has been appointed through His Son Jesus Christ. 
“Thou shalt not make to thyself”, are the key. 
words for us in this commandment. 

We break this commandment when we neglect 
the Holy Communion, the one service which our 
Lord ordered, when we neglect Prayer, Bible reading; 
Intercession, &c. 


Third Commandment. 


Bishop Gore has shown us that this is the com- 
mandment that demands of us Truth. And not 
merely truthfulness, as opposed to deliberate lies, 
but of course a desire to strain every nerve to 
answer the question of Pilate—“ What is truth ?” 

We break this commandment by telling lies, by 
using doubtful arguments to prove even the truth 
of the Gospel, by giving false evidence in a court of 
law, where the aim should be on the part of all 
concerned to arrive at what is true; by using 
“swear”? words which are not only in some cases 
blasphemous, but which are used to describe things 
or people in a false way. We break this command 
by want of reverence towards nature and men. 
This too is based upon forgetting the truth that 
God has created nature and men, and what is His 
handiwork must be treated reverently. 


Fourth Commandment. 


The aim of this commandment is to lead us so to 
spend our time aright that both we and others may 
serve God truly all the days of our lives. The 
commandment teaches us to give proper time to 
Prayer and Worship; to take proper rest and re- 
creation ; to do the work that God has sent us into 
the world to do ; and to see that we put no hindrance 
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in the way of others having their share of time for 
these same three duties. 

We sin against this commandment when we 
waste time, when we do not use time in right pro- 
portion ; when, for example, we work and play 
and do not pray. We work hard six days, and lie 
abed or play golf all the seventh, and thus neglect 
our Sunday Communions. When we give way to 
the sin of sloth. Sloth is one of the deadly sins. In 
some ways the most deadly. We break this com- 
mand when we make others work more than they 
ought, when we pay them insufficiently for the work 
they do, &e. 


Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Commandments. 


These three commandments might all be classed 
together as the three commands about our attitude 
towards life, and especially human life. They tell 
us that we must treat all life with Reverence, 
Gentleness, and Purity. ° 

We break these commands by such sins as 
snobbishness (which is essentially a failure to 
reverence men because they are made in the image 
of God). Anger and hatred leading up to murder. 
(It is important to teach that the sin of Abortion 
and the Neo-malthusian practices come under the 
condemnation of the sixth commandment.) The 
sick man especially must be led through this sixth 
command to forgive any who may have wronged 
him. For we must be longsuffering, if we would 
keep this law. 

The seventh command is broken by all misuse in 
thought, in word, and deed of the tremendous 
powers with which God has endowed us in order to 
co-operate with Him in the handing on of life. 
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Such sins as unfaithfulness to our marriage vow, 
fornication, &c., come under its bann; as well as the 
reading from bad motives of sensual literature, &c. 
Gluttony and drunkenness, &c., are condemned by 
this command, they too are a misuse of the body. 


Eighth and Ninth Commandments. 


These two commands deal with the property and 
the honour of our neighbour. If a community is 
to rise to its truest and highest it is essential that 
Justice and Honour be much cultivated. 

We break these commands by not working as we 
ought; by not paying for the labour of others as 
we ought and when we ought; by gambling; by 
all forms of dishonesty and fraud; among which 
frauds must be included the shirking our share of 
Almsgiving. 

The ninth command is broken by the sin of 
detraction in any of its many and dangerous forms, 
as well as by direct slander, &c. The methods of 
our Parliamentary elections would not be quite what 
they sometimes are if this command were better 
observed. The same might also be said with regard 
to theological controversy. 


Tenth Commandment, 


The duty enjoined on the Christian by this com- 
mand is Thanksgiving. The more we really keep 
the first by putting our whole trust in God, the more 
thankful shall we be; for the more we shall know 
that “ His will is our peace”, and therefore nothing 
can be better for us than what He has permitted us 
to have, or it may be to suffer. 

We break this tenth command by the sin of 

K 
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Envy (a sin which is most prevalent and which is 
the meanest of sins). AJ] grumbling and discontent 
and giving way to despondency are against the law 
of Thanksgiving. 


The Minister will note the above analysis of the ten 
commands is not complete. It is merely meant to suggest 
the great principles of the Christian life. A most useful 
and searching explanation may be found in the Holy Dying 
of Jeremy Taylor. But neither this great doctor's works 
nor any one else’s exposition will be of the slightest use to 
the Minister at the bedside of the dying, if he does not 
know himself, and if he has not found peace and pardon for 
himself. That is the one essential if we are to ‘‘ examine 
the sick person”. 
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II. THE LIFE OF THE BAPTIZED 


“T exhort you in the Name of God, to remember the pro- 
fession which you made unto God in your Baptism.” The 
Visitation of the Sick. 


The Christian is 
Baptized into the Name of— 


The Father. 
The Son. 
The Holy Ghost. 


This Baptism should lead to a life of— 


Humility, manifested in Obedience. 
Brotherliness manifested in Unselfishness. 
Purity manifested in complete Spirituality. 


But the Christian is opposed by— 
The Devil. 
The World. 
The Flesh. 
This “Triple Alliance” seeks to make him— 
Self-assertive. 
Selfish. 
Sensual. : 
But the Christian, in the power of his Baptism, 
can emerge victorious, of he will use aright— 
Prayer, which makes him Obedient. 
Almsgiving, which makes him Unselfish. 
Fasting, which enables the Spirit to rule. 
Thus will the Christian “be made like unto 
Him” Who— 
For thirty years lived the Son’s life of 
Obedience. 
K 2 
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For three years lived the Brother's life of 
Service. . 

And finally in the Spirit offered Himself on 
the Cross. 


The Christian hopes after— 
“ Having followed the Lamb” 
Here 
To share with Him the Glory of Heaven for 
Eternity. 
Note the three words Child, Servant, and Soldier, in the 
words of Reception of the Baptized. They indicate the life 


of Obedience, Service, and Suffering, which belong to the 
Christian. 
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II. OUTLINE SCHEME OF INSTRUCTIONS 


For Confirmation Candidates and Chronic cases needing 
special instruction. 


Introductory. 


1. Remember the Profession made unto God in 
your Baptism. Because of Baptism we are 
to “be made like unto Him”. 

2. The Gospel is the Power of God. 

3. Sacraments means of Power. 

4. Confirmation. 


I 
The Christian’s Creed.—‘ GOD IS LOVE”. 


1. “God is Love”, from all Eternity, therefore 
God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
“God is Love”, in Time, and therefore out of 
Love, created, redeemed, and is sanctifying 
me. (See Church Catechism.) 

. The Fatherhood of God. 

. The Incarnation, &c. (Atonement, Reet rrcestore 
Ascension, Coming Again, Judgment.) 

. The Holy Spirit—His Person and Work. 

. The Church—One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic ; 
— ‘The Body of Christ”. —“ The Household 
of God.” 

. The Bible: The Church’s Record of the gradual 
Revelation of God. 

. The Ministry. 

. The Resurrection of the Body, &e. 

(The Three Creeds.) 


ie 
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tf 
The Christian’s Conduct. 
1. Our Life is to be an Answer to His Love. 


Show this from the Catechism.—See The Church Catechism 
Explained. 2 


2. Christian Liberty. (“Cuz servire, regnare.”) 
3. Commandments 1-4.—The Laws of faith, 
Worship, Truth, and the use of Time. 

4. Commandments 5-7.—The Laws regarding 
Human Life. Reverence, Gentleness, Purity. 
5. Commandments 8-9.—The Laws of Real and 
Moral property. Of. Othello. “ Who steals 
my purse, &c.” 
. Commandment 10.—The Law of Thanksgiving. 
. Where art thou ?—Self-Eaamination. 


be er) 


Il 
The Christian’s Conflict. 
1. Temptation.—The allurement of Love. 
2. The World.—Selfishness. 
8..The Flesh_—_Impatience. 
4. The Devil.— Pride. 


(See The Life of the Baptized, on p. 147.) 


IV 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son. 


. 1. The Nature of Sin.—“ Give me.” 
2. The Growth of Sin.—* Into a fur country.” 


3. The Result of Sin.—‘ The husks the swine did 
eat.” 


4. Conversion.—Note how the conversion was 


delayed. How it comes from faith in the 
love of the Father. 
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5. Repentance.—Confession, amendment, increas- 
ang contrition. Cf. 8. Paul. “I am the 
chief” of sinners. 

6. Restoration.—Note the Father's gifts given 
through the ministry of the servants. 


Vv 
The Feast of the Father’s Providing. 


1. Do this. 
2. What mean ye? 
3. What is required ? 
4. The New Command.—* Love as I love”. 
5. The New Ambition.—The First serves all. 
VI 
The Life of Prayer. 
1. The Lord’s Prayer. 
2. Our Private Prayers. 
3. Mattins and Evensong. 
4. The Order of the Communion. 
5. Meditation. 


VII 
Some Practical Matters. 


. Vocation. 

Adolesence, Holy Matrimony, &c. 

The Christian in relation to Social Problems. 

Christian Patriotism and Christian Politics. 

Churchman’s Responsibilities to his Home, his 
Parish, his Diocese, and to the whole World. 

. A Rule of Life. 


Each heading (1-4) in Section VI contains enough for 
a series of instructions. 
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There are numberless books that will be helpful in 
working out the above instructions, The following may be 
given as specimens: 


The Church Catechism explained, Robinson. Pitt Press. 

The Prayer Book explained. Jackson. Pitt Press, 

The Creed of a Christian. Gore. Gardner Darton. 

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. Gore. 

Letters to a Godson (Two Series). Bickersteth. Mowbray. 

The Faith of the Gospel. Mason. Longmans. 

The Religion of the Church. Gore. Mowbray. 

The Faith of the Catholic Church, Blunt. Milford. 

The Creed of a Churchman. Longmans. 

Preparation for Holy Matrimony. Hancock. Allen and 
Unwin. 

The Christian Patriot. Hancock. Bale & Sons. 


There are a number of Penny Manuals published by: 
The Faith Press; Mowbray; The Church Extension; Jackson 
of Leeds. Many of these could be given to the “ pupils”. 
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IV... THE SIN OF ENVY 


eee ell 


St. Luke xv. 25-32. 


1. Now his elder son was in the field: and as he 
came and drew nigh to the house he heard music 
and dancing. 


2. And he called to him one of the servants, and 
inquired what these things might be. And he said 
unto him, Thy brother is come: and thy father 
hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received 
him safe and sound. 

But he was angry, and would not go in. 


3. And his father came out, and intreated him. 
4. But he answered and said— 


Lo, these many years do I serve thee, and 
I never transgressed a commandment of thine. 

And yet thou never gavest me a kid, that 
I might make merry with my friends. 

But when this thy son came, which hath 


1 The best sermon on Envy is to be found in the collected 
works of Dr. South. It is the sin of the Cross: “ Pilate knew 
that for envy they had delivered Him.” And the young 
priest will soon discover that this sin is the root cause of 
the failure of many—clergy and laity. Itis due toa diseased 
egoism. It manifests the fact that we are not “out and out 
for God”. If the elder son had loved the father he would 
have rejoiced with the father, and the younger brother. 
The sin of ‘detraction’ often springs from envy. The sin 
can be traced all through human history, especially Heclesias- 
tical history. The one cure is the thankful realization of 
the love of God to each of us, “All that is mine is thine”. 
See 1 Cor. xiii. Collect for Sunday before Ash Wednesday. 
Meditate on the word “Pour”. The General Thanksgiving. 
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devoured thy living with harlots, thou killedst for 
him the fatted calf. 


5. And he said unto him, Sov thow art ever with 
me, and all that is mine is thine. 

6. But it was meet to make merry and be glad: 
for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; 
and was lost and is found. 


APPENDICES 155 


V. THE UNCTION OF THE SICK 


(For use where Church Authority permits.) 


(An abbreviated form from the first Prayer Book of 
Edward VI. Vide Prayers for Healing, by EK. B. H., published 
by Allenson.) Further forms and teaching on the use of 
Unction may be obtained from Mowbray & Co., London. 


The Priest shall anoint the sick person on 
the forehead, making the sign of the Cross, and 
saying :— 

As with this visible oil thy body outwardly is 
anointed, so our Heavenly Father Almighty God, 
grant of His infinite goodness that thy soul inwardly 
may be anointed with the Holy Ghost, Who is the 
Spirit of all strength, comfort, relief, and gladness. 

And vouchsafe for His great mercy to restore 
thee thy bodily health, and strength to serve Him; 
and send thee release of all thy pains, troubles, and 
diseases, both in body and mind. 

And however His goodness shall dispose of thee, 
we His unworthy ministers and servants humbly 
beseech the eternal Majesty to do with thee accord- 
ing to the multitude of His innumerable mercies. 

Who also vouchsafe mercifully to grant unto 
thee ghostly strength by His Holy Spirit, to with- 
stand and overcome all temptations and assaults of 
thine adversary, that thou mayest have perfect 
victory and triumph against the devil, sin and 
death, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 

Who by His death, hath overcome the Prince of 
death, and with the Father and the Holy Ghost 
evermore liveth and reigneth God, world without 
end. Amen. 
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VI. THE VISITATION OF THE DYING 
The preparation of the Priest. 


O Lord, it is a great presumption that one sinner 
should dare to commend another to Thy divine 
Majesty ; especially the greater the less: and who 
would not fear to undertake it ? 

But Thy commandment it is, by Thy holy Apostle, 
when any is sick, that the priests should be called 
for; that they should pray for the sick party, and 
that their prayers Thou wilt receive, and save and 
forgive the sins of the party so prayed for. 

And now behold, O Lord, we that are no way 
meet, but unworthy, utterly unworthy, to sue for 
ought for ourselves, charity and compassion so 
binding us, are enforced to become suitors to Thee . 
for others ; even, O Lord, for this Thy servant, ready 
to depart this world. - : 

To Thee we hope, to Thee we desire, to Thee we 
intreat and pray in all meek manner and even from 
the bottom of our hearts. 

O Lord, that which justly Thou mightest deny 
to our unworthiness, deny not, we beseech Thee, to 
Thine own Gracious goodness. 

O Lord, forgive us our sins, our great and 
grievous sins; oft and many times committed ; long, 
many years most wretchedly continued ; so that we 
may be meet to pray for others; that so we may 
make our prayer unto Thee in an acceptable time. 

Graciously look upon our afflictions ; 

Pitifully behold the sorrows of our hearts ; 

Mercifully forgive the sins of Thy people; 

Favourably with mercy hear our prayers ; 

Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ; 

Graciously hear us, O Christ ; 

Graciously hear us, O Lord Christ. 

Bishop LanceLor ANDREWEs. 
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